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PREFACE. 


To  tbe  Pro  test  amts  of  the  three 
Kingdoms,  and  the  C0L9NIES. 

Men  and  Brethren! 

WE  are  called  upon  by  the  voice  of  that 
Divine  Providence  which  has  been  fo 
often  exerted  to  fave  the  realm  of  Great-Britain 
from  arbitrary  power,  civil  and  ecclefialtical  : 
by  the  allegiance  we  owe  to  the  Proteftant  Prince 
on  the  throne  :  by  our  obligations  to  maintain 
and  fupport  the  laws,  which  form  the  conlfitution 
of  our  country :  by  every  tie,  which  binds  and 
unites  us  to  fociety :  by  every  endearing  con¬ 
nexion,  which  confolidates  the  bleflings  of  pri¬ 
vate  life  :  by  a  grateful  veneration  for  the  me¬ 
mory  of  our  illuftrious  anceftors ;  and  by  a  ge¬ 
nerous  concern  for  the  fate  of  pofterity  !  to  ftand 
forth,  as  one  embodied  Phalanx,  firm* united, 
determined,  and  impenetrable,  in  fteady  and  vi¬ 
gorous  oppofition  to  the  plan  of  government, 
fchemed  and  contrived  during  the  minority  of 
pur  prelent  Sovereign  (to  the  great  grief  of  his 
royal  Grandfather)  by  John  Earl  of  Bute ;  and 
fince  carried  into  execution  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  under  his  iecret  in¬ 
fluence,  by  a  fuccefTion  of  fubordinafe'  mmifters, 
fome  of  whom  have  been  over-awed,  others  outr 
witted,  or  corrupted  by  the  baits  of  titles  and 
penfions,  and  all  daftardifed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  your  facred  and  civil  rights  have  been  given 
up  by  them,  fclmpft  without  a  ftrqggle. 
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PREFACE.' 

As  an  Englifhman,  I  fhudder  at  the  recital  of 
the  calamitous  cpnfequences  that  have  already 
enfued  at  hom£,  and  in  the  Colonies :  as  to  the 
more  fatal  effects,  ftill  in  the  womb  of  futurity, 
which  may  not  operate  till  the  guilty  head  that 
gave  them  birth  is  laid  low  in  the  dull :  may  Hea¬ 
ven  avert  th^m  !  I  will  not  anticipate  real  evils,  by 
awakening  the  horrors  of  imagination ;  but  it  is 
my  duty  to  warn  you,  that  the  Hate  heaves  with 
convulfive  throws  •,  that  the  prefent  is  an  im¬ 
portant  crifis,  which  demands  your  clofeft  at¬ 
tention,  and  every  effort  of  vigilance,  and  of 
perfonal  courage,  in  the  defence  of  your  reli¬ 
gious  and  civil  liberties  ;  if  you  mean  to  prevent 
the  next  Ihock,  which,  if  it  happen  not  in  your 
time,  may  yet  bury  your  pofterity  in  the  ruins 
of  the  conftitution. 

That  you  may  not  charge  me  with  founding 
a  Falfe  Alarm  in  your  ears,  I  muff  remind  you, 
that  almoft  every  odious,  every  deteftable,  every 
unpopular  public  meafure,  relative  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  government,  obftinately  perfifted 
in  during  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts,  has  been 
as  impoliticly  revived,  and  as  tenaciouily  pur- 
fued  fince  the  25th  of  October  1760,  through  the 
fecret  influence,  or  open  violence  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute,  and  his  agents.  I  need  not  repeat  our 
general  grievances,  they  are  too  recent; and  too 
well  known  :  our  poor  countrymen  in  New-Eng- 
land  are  ftill  bleeding  with  the  wounds  given  to 
our  conftitution,  by  the  fatal  innovation  of  Han¬ 
ding  armies.  The  freedom  of  reprefentation  : 
the  force  of  argument :  the  ftrength  of  manly 
eloquence  :  the  conviction  refulting  from  public 
debates,  are  all  loft  at  home  in  parliament ;  and 
nothing  more  remains  to  complete  the  defola- 
tion,  but  to  give  the  rod  of  perfecution  into  the 
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hands  of  the  ancient,  bloody  fcaurgers  of  this 
kingdom.  This  work  is  already  begun  at 
{Quebec,  and  in  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  letters  ^  and  all  who  are  / 
converfant  in  hiftory,  know  very  well  what  hafty 
ftrides  Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power  have  always 
made,  when  they  once  gained  footing  in  Pro- 
teftant  States.  The  firft  ad;  was  performed  at 
Quebec  :  the  fecond  at  Grenada  :  the  cataftrophc 
will  loon  follow,  and  the  piece  will  be  tragically 
completed  in  England,  if  we  tamely  acquiefce  in 
the  ftrft  part  of  the  reprefentation  in  the  Colonies. 
Will  you  not  then  relcue  the  conftitution  of  your 
Country,  from  the  hands  of  an  unfortunate 
Woman  (educated  in  the  arbitrary  principles  of 
a  petty  Germanic  court)  who  has  called  to  her 
aid  (merely  to  gratify  her  perfonal  hatred  to  the 
Englifh)  a  dark,  deftgning,  iubtle  Scot,  inheriting 
the  ioul  of  Machiavil,  who  favours  the  Romilh 
Religion,  as  the  pillar  of  Abfolute  Monarchy, 
and  whofe  ultimate  view  moil  probably  is,  the 
reftoration  of  the  Stuart  line  to  the  throne  of 
thefe  realms  ! 

Short-lighted  men  may  be  ftartled  at  the 
bare  conjecture  of  fuch  black  ingratitude  to 
the  reigning  Prince  ;  but  a  little  reflection  on 
the  principles  of  Machiavilian  Policy,  will  fee 
this  matter  in  a  clear  light. 

All  privates  ties,  whether  of  confanguinity  or 
facred  friendfhip,  are  dilfolved  by  the  pregnant 
'principle  of  political  necejjity ,  fo  lately  elucidated 
by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon.  To  this  principle, 
fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  fillers,  hufbands, wives 
and  children  of  Royal  Blood,  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  facriftced  in  all  ages  and  countries,  our 
own  not  excepted.  Is  it  then  fo  highly  impro¬ 
bable,  that  aa  ambitious  Preceptor  fhould  plan 

a  Rheme 


1/  mum/* 


Ain  umKBji/  immrM'  /  t  mm 


I 


vi  PREFACE. 

a  fcheme  for  the  deftrudion  of  a  Royal  Pupil, 
or  if  he  has  fo  much  tendernefs  left  as  to  fpare 
him  perfonally,  that  he  fhould  compofe  the  po¬ 
litical  poifon,  of  fuch  ingredients  that  its  ope¬ 
rations  may  be  flow,  yet  lure,  and  its  fatal  effeds 
not  take  place,  till  after  the  demife  of  the  un- 
fufpeding,  credulous  friend  ? 

The  annals  of  Charles  I.  and  II.  of  James  II. 
and  of  Queen  Ann,  need  only  be  refered  to,  with 
cool  impartiality,  to  fliew  that  the  very  meafures, 
which  tended  to  alienate  the  affedions  of  their 
fubjeds,  to  introduce  anarchy  and  confufion  into 
their  dominions,  and  to  operate,  in  the  end,  the 
moft  fatal  confequences,  have  been  ftrongly  en¬ 
forced  in  the  prelent  reign  :  fuch,  for  inftance, 
as  difpenfing  with  the  laws,  particularly  with 
refped  to  perfons  profefling  the  Romifli  Faith, 
who  are  by  law  incapacitated  from  holding  any 
office  of  trait  or  emolument  under  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain.  Yet  we  now  fee  a  Roman  Catholic 
Bilhop  eftablifhed  at  Quebec,  and  a  Romifh 
Prieft  penfioned  at  Halifax :  in  the  ifland  of 
Grenada,  two  Privy-couniellors,  three  Members 
of  the  Common-houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  a 
Judge  in  the  Court  of  Common-pleas  ;  and 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  every  parifh  of  the  ifland 
of  Grenada,  all  Roman  Catholics  and  Frenchmen, 
appointed  and  adually  exerciflng  their  fundions 
at  this  time  •,  while  the  Proteftant  Subjeds,  who 
alone  are  intitled  to  thefe  offices,  are  univerfally 
diicountenanced,  lufpended  from  their  public 
employments,  and  otherwife  punifhed  for  lup- 
porting  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  their  country. 

All  the  penal  ftatutes  againft  popery  are  either 
totally  neglected  or  relaxed.  Proteftant  Children 
are  daily  lent  over  to  X;rance  and  Flanders  for 
Popiffi  education  •,  yet  no  one  thinks  of  pro- 
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fecuting  the  parents,  guardians,  matters  of  veffels, 
agents  to  Popifh  Seminaries  and  others,  on  the 
a£ts  in  force  againft  this  practice.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  when  any  public  officer  of  the  crown 
in  thofe  parts, .  gives  notice  of  thefe  illegal 
tranfaftions,  he  is  inftantly  removed,  and  feme 
Scot,  “  who  is  inftructed  to  ffiut  his  eyes  and 
his  ears  againft  the  complaints  of  the  Proteftant 
Subjects  on  this  head,  is  lent  out  in  his  place.5’ 

And  the  better  to  deceive  you,  my  Brethren, 
and  to  quiet  your  fears,  you  are  told,  that  the 
profeffois  of  the  Romifh  Religion  have  dropt  its 
perfecuting  fpirit  and  that  you  need  not  appre¬ 
hend  the  revival  of  Smithfield  fires,  or  inquifitoral, 
ccclef iaftical  courts.  Detefted  be  the  wretches 
who  would  impofe  fuch  falffioods !  The  perfe- 
fecution  of  the  Calas  family,  and  the  horrid 
maffacres  in  Poland,  are  ftanding  evidences  of  the 
prefent  unabated  third:  for  Proteftant  Blood, 
which  conftantly  animates  the  zealots  of  the  Ro- 
iriiffi  Perfuafion. 

I  therefore  once  more  conjure  you,  my  Bre¬ 
thren,  not  to  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  dekided  ; 
examine  well  the  four  laft  years  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne :  there  you  will  find  the  political 
portrait  of  the  prefent  times,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  characters  of  our  day,  are  written  in 
Blood!  Blood  of  Proteftants  fined  as  libations  on 
the  altars  of  defpotifm  and  Popery  !  The  Duke 
of  Ormond  was,  what  the  Earl  of  Bute  is,  the 
plan  of  the  former  was  not  to  take  place  in  the 
life-time  of  the  Queen,  the  views  of  the  latter 
have  a  diftant  period  for  their  deftined  comple¬ 
tion.  The  ftern  virtue  of  your  Anceftors  pre¬ 
vented  the  execution  of  the  Duke’s  Rheme  ;  and 
the  traitor  died  in  exile.  Your  refolute,  leoral 
oppofition  to  the  violation  of  the  laws,  in  the 
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viii  PREFACE. 

encouragement  now  given  to  perfons  profeffing 
the  Romilh  religion,  who  are  the  ready  tools  of 
defpotifm,  may  fruftrate,  if  you  lole  no  time, 
the  dark  defigns  of  an  ambitious  favourite,  and 
the  death  of  the  harl  of  Bute  in  exile,  may  re- 
ftore  this  land  to  its  ancient  freedom,  and  the 
full  enjoyment  of  all  its  Religious  and  Civil 
Rights.  In  the  interim,  remember  the  part  you 
have  to  adt,  and  the  following  letters  will  expref- 
fively  reprefent  the  prefent  perilous  condition  of 
the  Proteftant  caufe,  from  the  open  unconftitu- 
tional  encouragement  given  to  its  avowed  enemies. 
There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  States  as  well  as 
private  men,  and  it  has  been  too  much  the  fault 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  to  fuffer  matters 
to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  then  to 
trull:  to  a  miracle  for  deliverance.  Permit  me, 
therefore,  to  leave  this  impreffion  on  your  minds. 
ct  The  prefent  crifis  is  as  truly  alarming  as  that 
immediately  preceding  the  Revolution ;  and  the 
fymptoms  of  decay  in  this  Proteftant  Government 
arc  to  the  full  as  ftrong,  as  in  the  latter  days  of 
Anne.” 

That  the  defendants  of  thofe  worthies,  who 
then  warded  off  the  blow,  as  it  was  on  the  point 
of  falling  on  this  devoted  land,  may  as  vigo- 
roully  exert  themfelves  to  turn  the  axe  from  the 
root  of  our  happy  conftitution,  and  to  Tend  it 
home  to  the  necks  of  the  Traitors,  who  have 
brought  the  nation  to  its  prefent  diftreffed  and 
defpiled  fituation,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
is  the  fincere  prayer  of  your  affectionate  Brother, 
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Earl  of  HILLSBOROUGH,  &c. 

”^tl,'Jprw’r^,l>'^'J’^^,J’'^‘^4"l,4i'^'i5>'l,'^,J,rl’'J'i'J?'J,< 

%  • 

T 0  the  Earl  0/"  Hillsborough. 


My  .Lord, 

FKK^HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
v/-s!  ^0$(  your  Lordfhip,  That  you  will  be 


have  been  lately  taken  in  a  part 


of  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  particularly  confided 
to  your  management,  and  which,  if  not  fpeedily 
dilapproved  of,  and  condemned  by  your  Lord¬ 
fhip,  will  not  only  involve  a  confiderable  body  of 
his  Majefty’s  loyal  Protejlant  fubjedts  in  diftrefs 
and  ruin,  but  will  have  the  moft  fatal  influence  on 
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the  Proteilant  intereft  in  general.  The  writer, 
my  Lord,  is  a  private  Gentleman,  zealoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate,  and  one  who  fincerely  laments 
that  this  glorious  conftitution,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  which  it  was  thought  necelfary  to  effebt  a 
memorable  revolution  at  one  period  of  time,  and 
to  bellow  its  imperial  diadem  at  another,  on  an 
illuftrious  Proteilant  family,  the  more  firmly  to 
fettle  and  fecure  it  againft  all  Popiih  defigns  to 
fubvert  it,  fhould  now  be  fo  little  regarded  by 
thofe  whole  duty  and  intereft  it  is  tcfpreferve  it 
inviolate  ;  that  the  very  conditions  ftipulated  for 
its  fecurity  againft  fuch  Popifh  attempts  to  enflave 
us,  as  had  trequently  made  this  realm  the  fcene 
of  civil  wars,  and  of  horrid  maflacres,  are  viola¬ 
ted  with  impunity,  and  without  considering  the 
fatal  tendency  of  the  fmalleft  infringement  of  any 
part  of  this  excellent  conftitution  •,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  is  no  lets  than  the  fubverfion  of  the  whole 
eftablifhment  both  in  church  and  ftate. 

The  King’s  loyal  fubjefts  at  home,  my  Lord, 
complain  loudly  that  their  civil  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  have  been  violated,  and  his  equally  loyal 
Proteilant  fubjedts  in  one  of  his  colonies  abroad 
are  ready  to  prove  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  both 
their  religious  and  civil  rights  have  been  invaded, 
and  their  property  highly  endangered  by  fome 
late  u?ic onjli t utional  proceedings  of  thofe  who  are 
unhappily  left  entrufted  there  with  the  fupreme 
command  over  them. 


The  character  of  a  gentleman,  my  Lord,  while 
it  entitles  me  to  the  attention  of  a  nobleman  di- 
ftinguifhed  for  his  politerlefs  and  affability,  is  a 
fecurity  to  your  Lordlhip,  that  nothing  illiberal 
or  indecent  fhall  fail  from  my  pen.  But  as  the 
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low  fcurrility  and  abufe  of  public  characters, 
which  has  difgraced  the  performances  of  fome  of 
our  ableft  political  writers  in  the  public  news¬ 
papers,  will  be  carefully  avoided  on  the  one 
hand,  fo  on  the  other,  the  inherent  right  of  an 
Lnojifhman  to  relate  the  truth  with  firmnefs  and 
candour,  and  to  remonftrate,  with  freedom,  on 
all  public  transactions,  in  every  department  of 
the  ftate,  will  be  afferted  and  maintained.  This 
right,  my  Lord,  can  never  be  urged  with  greater 
propriety  than  when  mealures  are  taken  which 
are  repugnant  to  the  firft  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  are  likely  to  be  productive  of  the 
moft  pernicious  effects  both  to  government,  and 
to  the  injured  parties  who  are  the  complainants 
againft  fuch  meafures.  I  fhall,  therefore,  with¬ 
out  farther  ceremony,  proceed  to  the  fubject  of 
the  correfpondence  I  defign  to  hold  with  your 
Lordfhip,  which  fhall  not  be  dropped  while  any 
of  the  real  grievances  againft  which  I  am  to  re¬ 
monftrate,  fubfift. 

The  public,  my  Lord,  was  juftly  alarmed  at 
a  meafure  which  had  been  refolved  on  before  you 
were  honoured  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  it  was  deemed,  by  fome  of  the  beft 
friends  of  the  prefent  royal  family,  a  dangerous 
encroachment  on,  if  not  a  direct  violation  of,  the 
aft  of  fettlement.  “  I  mean  the  admiffion  of  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  to  offices  of  truft,  and  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  legiflative  rights  and  powers,  in  any 
part  of  the  Britifh  empire.”  The  bad  policy  of 
fuch  a  refolution  was  lo  clearly  ftated  in  print  at 
the  time,  by  feveral  able  writers  at  home,  and  a 
manly,  patriotic ,  becoming  disapprobation  of  it 
fo  warmly  expreffed  by  the  worthy  Governor  and 
Council  then  prefiding  in  the  colony  where  it  was 
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propofed  to  carry  it  into  execution,  that  I  ffall 
not  trouble  you  with  any  further  evidence  of  its 
inexpediency  or  illegality. 

Sorry  1  am  to  be  under  the  necefilty  of  inform¬ 
ing  the  public,  that  under  your  Lordfhip’s  admi- 
niifration,  this  odious  mealure  has  been  really 
taken,  and  is  now  operating  every  bad  confe- 
quence,  which  the  unprejudiced  and  difinterefted 
long  fince  foretold,  would  be  the  iffue  of  fuch  an 
impolitic,  conceffion. 

In  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  to  the  aftonifhment 
and  inexpreffible  concern  of  all  well-wifhers  to  the 
Protefbant  caufe,  the  factious  clamours,  the  fedi- 
tious  condud,  and  the  indecent  behaviour  of  the 
pew  adopted  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  has  been 
frrangely  rewarded,  by  the  gratification  of  all  their 
defires.  1 

The  fenfible,  refolute,  adive  Governor  Mel- 
vill,  who  could  not  behold,  with  indifference, 
the  facrifice  intended  to  be  made  of  the  Prote- 
ftant  intereft  in  the  ifland,  and  who  adually  took 
fome  vigorous  and  laudable  meafures  to  prevent 
it,  finding  himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  Popifh  fac¬ 
tion  for  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  true  inte- 
reds  of  his  Protdlant  fovereign,  and  to  the  excel¬ 
lent  conftitution  of  his  country,  defired  'leave  to 
come  home,  before  the  blow  was  fbruck,  with  a 
view  to  avert  it,  by  his  reprefentations  to  the 
miniftry  of  the  bad  confeq uences  that  would  fol¬ 
low  upon  it.  The  command,  in  his  abfence,  has 
devolved  on  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Ulyffes 
Fitz  man  rice,  Efq;  an  eafy  lnoftcnfive  man,  whofe 
qualities  would  adorn  a  private  ftation,  but  who 
being  deftltute  of  thofe  linking  abilities  which  are 
requifite  in  public  charaders,  has  buffered  himfelf 
to  be  wholly  guided  by  his  fecretary ;  a  perfon 

bred 
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bred  at  St.  Omer* s,  of  whom  it  is  not  neceffary  to 
add  any  thing  more  to  fhew  that  he  is  wholly  de¬ 
voted  to  the  intereft  of  the  Popifh  faftion  •  by  his 
means,  theLieutenantGovernorhas  exceeded  his 
inftru&ions,  as  your  LordfTiip  very  well  knows  ; 
and  it  is  to  remedy  this  excefs  of  authority,  which 
lies  folely  in  your  Lordfhip’s  power,  that  the  pre- 
fent  application  is  made  to  you.  Ey  the  lad  ad¬ 
vices  from  the  ifland,  which  bear  date  the  26th  of 
October  1769,  we  have  a  melancholy  proof,  that 
if  once  a  Protedant  government, through  midaken 
indulgence,  grants  improper  conceflions  to  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  iubjefts,  they  will  avail  themfelves 
of  Inch  imprudence,  and  grow  exorbitant  in  their 
demands,  as  well  as  arbitrary  in  their  conduct. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  finding  the  worthy 
members  of  theProtedant  council  refuted  to  con- 
fen  t  to  the  fwearing  in  two  new-adopted  Roman 
Catholic  fubjedts  as  members  of  the  council,  and 
that  they  had  removed  Mr.  Staunton,  the  St. 
Omer’s  lecretary,  from  their  body,  his  excel¬ 
lency  thought  proper  to  fend  the '  faid  council  a 
letter,  dated  September  29,  1769,  which  he  in¬ 
tended  as  a  fufpendon  of  fix  of  their  members, 
to  which  they  did  not  fubmit,  but  continued  to 
aflemble  and  do  their  duty  ;  on  which  he  iffued 
an  act  of  fufpenfion  under  the  feal  of  government 
the  6th  of  October  following  :  this  they  obeyed  *, 
and  his  Excellency  then  formed  a  new  council,  of 
which  the  two  Roman  Catholic  fubjcdts  refufed  by 
the  old  council  were  made  members.  Not  con¬ 
tent  with  this,  the  Popiih  p  a  1  *ty  have  printed  ex¬ 
tracts  of  the  minutes  of  the  councils  held  on  the 
24th  of  Auguft,  (when  the  difpute  between  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  Council  firft  com¬ 
menced)  and  on  the  25th  and  29th  of  September, 


1769,  to  which  they  have  annexed  the  moftfalfe* 
fcandalous,  and  malicious  obfervations,  with  a 
view  to  arraign  the  patriotic  condudt  of  the  old 
council  j  and  copies  of  thefe  papers  have  been 
induftriouily  circulated  under  blank  covers  to  the 
members  of  his  Majefty’s  Moft  Honourable  Privy 
Council,  to  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  to 
lundry  other  perfons  of  quality.  To  confute  thefe 
malevolent  remarks,  to  fhew  the  illegality  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s  proceedings  againft  the 
faid  council,  the  futility  of  his  reafons  entered  in 
the  council  books  for  fufpending  them,  and  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  reftoring  them  to  the  exercife 
of  their  functions,  and  of  fending  back  Governor 
Melvill  with  all  poffible  expedition,  with  the  full 
approbation  and  fupport  of  adminiftration,  is  the 
talk  I  have  affigned  myfelf  •,  and  on  thefe  impor¬ 
tant  points  your  Lordfhip  (hall  very  foon  have  a 
fecond  letter  from 

PLINY,  Junior. 

Dec.  27,  1769. 


LETTER  II. 

To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough, 

My  Lord, 

I  Am  under  a  neceffity  of  deviating,  in  fome 
meafure,  from  the  order  of  treating  my  fub- 
]ed,  laid  down  in  the  dole  of  my  laft  letter  •,  for 
1  find  it  will  be  proper  for  me,  as  I  proceed,  to 
rake  notice  of  any  faflioods,  or  grofs  mifrcpre- 
ientations,  that  may  be  thrown  out  in  the  public 

news- 
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Rews-papers,  in  confequence  of  my  letters  to  your 
Lordlhip. 

To  the  advertifement  which  appeared  in  this 
paper,  the  very  day  after  my  haft  publication, 
defiring  me  to  call  at  a  certain  Coffee-houfe,  £sV. 

I  have  only  this  fliort  reply  to  make - -That  an 

anfwer  to  the  laft  twenty-fix  lines  of  my  firft  letter 
to  your  Lordlhip,  cannot  come  any  other  way  to 
my  notice,  with  lo  much  propriety,  as  by  its  ap  ¬ 
pearance  in  this  paper  ;  and  therefore,  not  think¬ 
ing  it  either  honourable  or  equitable  to  deny  the 
public  the  fatisfaftion  of  hearing  the  other  fide 
of  the  queftion,  it  is  my  requeft  that  A.  B.  and 
his  whole  party  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  I 
iliall  decline  all  perlonal  interviews  and  aniwers.. 
but  fhall  be  ready,  at  all  times,  to  give  a  fatif- 
faclory  reply  in  print  to  all  iolid  arguments,  and 
impartial  reafonings,  that  are  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  in  oppofition  to  the  glorious  caufe  I  have 
efpouled:— For  it  fhall  never  be  laid,  that  a  Pro - 
tefiant  declined  a  conteff,  on  any  point,  with  a 
Roman  Catholic . 

It  is  with  fome  reluctance  that  I  mult  now  make 
mention  of  a  paragraph  which  leems  to  have  been 
drawn  up  under  minifterial  direction,  and  to  be 
calculated  to  lilence  that  general  alarm  which  lias 
been  fpread  throughout  the  kingdom,  upon  eve¬ 
ry  public  notification  of  the  mealures  taken  by 
administration  in  favour  of  the  French  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  in  Grenada,  and  winch  lias  been  renewed 
by  my  late  atldrefs  to  your  Lordlhip.  The  au¬ 
thor  of  the  paragraph  in  queltion  has  very  inde¬ 
cently  opened  the  new  year,  with  impofing  on 

the  public  an  abfoluie  Falfhood - for  he  aliens, 

in  this  paper  of  January  i It,  That  a  Gentleman 
lately  arrived  from  Grenada,  left  the  ifland  the 
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latter  end  of  October  laft,  “  in  a  ftate  of  perfect 
tranquillity,  notwithstanding  the  fears  and  appre- 
henfions  of  a  certain  difappointed  faftion,  for  the 
event  of  the  unhappy  difputes  erroneoufly  fuppo- 
fed  now  to  exift  there.15  For  the  credit  of  admi- 
niftration,  my  Lord,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  there  may  be  feme  truth  in  the  remainder 
of  this  paragraph,  for  I  am  willing  to  hope  “  that 
your  Lordfhip  will  give  fuch  orders  to  the  chief 
governor,  when  he  returns  to  his  ftation,  as  will 
be  fufficiently  explicit  for  the  rule  of  his  actions, 
and  calculated  to  reftore  that  loft  peace  and  har-^ 
mony  to  his  government,  fo  long  and  fo  ardently 
wifhed  for  by  every  fincere  well-wifher  to  that 
important  iiland  *, 55  and  in  expectation  of  this  I 
know  “  that  the  moderate  and  wife  proprietors 
of  the  ifland  do  repofe  themfelves  fecurely  in  the 
wifdom  of  his  Majefty’s  minilters  for  that  depart¬ 
ment. — Yes,  my  Lord,  they  have  waited  on 
you,  and  they  have  requefted  the  reftoration  of 
the  fix  Proteftant  members  of  the  late  council  of 
Grenada,  illegally  fufpended  for  refuting  to  con- 
fent  to  a  meafure  which  could  not  be  dictated  by 
you,  and  for  which  your  Lordfhip’s  warrant  was 
falfcly  pleaded.  But  they  at  the  fame  time  posi¬ 
tively  maintain,  that  the  iiland  of  Grenada  was 
%  fo  far  from  being  in  a  ftate  of  perfefl  tranquillity 
the  latter  end  of  Odlober  laft,  that  it  was  in  the 
utmoft  confufion,  and  all  public  bufmels  at  a 
ftand - that  difputes  never  ran  higher  in  Go¬ 

vernor  Melvill’s  time  •„  and  finally,  that  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  contention  never  were  fo  important.  I 
have  now  before  me  an  authentic  letter  from  the 
ifland,  dated  the  26th  of  laft  October,  not  pen¬ 
ned  by  any  member  of  any  difappointed  faction, 
but  by  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  veracity,  pof- 
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felled  of  confiderable  property  on  the  ifland,  and 
refident  there  *,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  aft 
iembly  wTas  adjourned  on  the  21ft  of  Odober  to 
the  4th  of  December,  after  having  palled  four  or 
five  bills  of  little  confequence - and  the  coun¬ 
cil  fine  die ,  without  having  palled  one  Bill. - - 

When  the  legiflave  bufinefs  of  a  colony,  which, 
from  time  to  time,  has  been  poftponed,  owing  to 
the  unhappy  ftate  of  its  government,  is  at  length 
thus  finally  at  a  Hand,  what  kind  of  cafuiftry  muft 
that  be,  which  would  perfuade  us  that  the  ifland 
is  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  tranquillity  ?  Befides,  there 
reigns  a  divifion  in  the  King's  council ;  Mr. 
Alexander,  appointed  a  member  of  the  new  coun¬ 
cil,  did  not  attend  their  firft  meeting  on  the  16th  of 
Odober,  and  it  remains  doubtful  if  he  wifi  accept 
the  office  ;  admonitory  letters  have  alio  been  fent 
to  Mr.  Maxwell,  a  member  of  the  old  council* 
whom  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  did  not  think  proper  to 
fufpend,  and  he  has  pofitively  refufed  to  ad  with 
the  two  French  Roman  Catholic  counfellors,  al¬ 
ledging,  that  they  are  not  legally  chofen  :  So  that 
either  a  farther  fufpenfion,  or  the  reiteration  of 
the  fufpended  members,  muft  take  place  before 
there  will  be  that  harmony  in  the  council  which 
is  neceffary  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs. 
Having  thus  expofed  the  impudence  of  thofe  who 
fay  there  is  peace,  while  anarchy  and  confufion 
triumphs  over  found  policy  and  good  order,  I  will 
not  reft  my  refutation  of  iuch  (falfhoods  folcly  on 
the  authority  of  a  private  letter,  but  I  appeal  to 
you,  my  Lord,  and  I  will  be  bold  to  afiert,  that 
your  Lordfhip  knows,  at  this  hour,  that  the  ifland 
of  Grenada  was  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  diftradion  when 
the  laft  advices  came  away,  which  was  the  end  of 
Odober,  that  government  is  diftreffed,  and  your 

C  Lord- 


Lcrdfhip  is  now  waiting  the  opinion  of  the  P — y 

C - 1,  on  a  reference  from  the  Board  of  Trade, 

concerning  the  condudt  of  the  L - 1 G— - r, 

and  of  the  late  council,  and  that  you  confequently 
are  not  decided  on  the  future  meafures  to  be  taken 
to  reftore  harmony  and  tranquillity  to  its  divided 
inhabitants  and  proprietors. 

I  lhall  now  take  the  liberty  to  refume  the  me¬ 
thod  propofed  to  be  purfued  in  thefe  letters,  and 
confider  the  remarks  annexed  to  the  extradts  from 
the  minutes  of  the  council  of  Grenada  of  the 
24th  of  Auguft  :  which  extradts  and  remarks,  I 
ftill  aver,  have  been  circulated  in  this  kingdom 
with  uncommon  induftry,  by  the  French  Roman 
Catholics  and  their  adherents,  with  a  view  to  pre¬ 
judice  government  againft  the  juft  claims  of  the 
natural-born  fubjedts  of  the  ifland,  and  of  the 
Proteftant  proprietors  of  its  lands. 

Several  of  thefe  remarks,  my  Lord,  are  down¬ 
right  libels,  defaming  his  Majefty’s  government,, 
and  calling  in  queftion  the  legality  and  validity 
of  his  inftrudtions  to  his  governor  in  the  firft  com- 
miftlon  granted  to  him,  which,  in  fadt,  is  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Charter  of  the  colony.  Such,  amongft 
others,  is  the  ridiculous  remark  on  Governor 
Melvill’s  appointment  of  Frederick  Corfar  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Furner ,  Efqrs.  to  be  members  of  the  late 
council  ;  which  is  objedted  to,  becaufe  the  one 
did  not  poffefs  landed  property  in  Grenada ;  and 
the  other  was  not  refident ;  and  this  objedlion  is 
ftarted  with  a  view  to  countenance  the  appoint¬ 
ment  and  improper  continuance  of  Dr.  Staunton, 
Mr.  Fitzmauricc’s  fecretary,at  the  Council  Board. 
Your  Lordfhip  will  be  convinced  of  the  malevo¬ 
lent  intention  of  this  remark,  if  you  confider  that 
Governor  MelvilFs  appointment  of  Mr.Corfar  and 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Turner  was  at  a  time  when  the  firft  legifla- 
ture  was  formed,  and  before  the  ifland  was  fo  well 
fettled  as  to  fupply  a  fufficient  number  of  coun- 
fellors  duly  qualified,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Lords  of  the  committee  of  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations  •,  he  therefore  wifely  referred  himfelf  to 
his  general  inftruCtions,  which  gave  him  full  au¬ 
thority  to  make  up  the  prefcribed  number  of  the 
council  of  Grenada  from  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  with  what  degree  of  modefty  will  the 
authors  of  thefe  remarks  pretend  to  urge  in  one  of 
their  notes,  that  inftruCtions  are  the  prudential 
rules  of  conduft  for  a  Governor ;  and  yet  find 
fault  with  General  Melvill  for  making  them  the 
rational  guide  of  his  aCtions  ! 

It  is  remarked  “  that  it  is  aftonifhing  Mr.  Cor- 
far  fhould  refill  the  authority  of  the  crown,  as  he 
holds  two  offices  under  the  crown.”  In  anfwer 
to  this,  I  muft  obferve,  that  Mr.  Corlar  in  refu- 
fing  his  confent  to  the  fwearing  in  the  two  French 
Roman  Catholics  as  members  of  the  council,  did 
not  refill,  but  actually  fupported  the  authority  of 
the  crown  againft  an  abufe  and  violation  ot  it  by 
Mr.  Fitzmaurice. 

With  refpeCt  to  Mr.  or  Dr.  Staunton’s  ap¬ 
pointment,  your  Lordffiip  is  not  to  learn,  that 
it  will  not  bear  a  companion  with  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Corfar  or  Mr.  Turner,  who 
were  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  king  ;  fo  that 
the  arraigning  that  appointment  is  a  direCt  at¬ 
tack  on  the  royal  aCt  ot  confirmation.  But  theie 
gentlemen  were  not  Secretaries  to  the  Governor  ; 
the  difference  of  the  two  appointments  therefore 
mult  evidently  appear.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  could 
not  plead  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  necelTity 
of  chufing  this  man,  becaufe  he  was  not  one  ot 

C  2  the 


the  principal  inhabitants,  nor  of  the  principal 
characters  of  the  ifland,  nor  could  he  poflibly  be 
confirmed  by  the  King,  becaufe  the  vacancy  had 
been  fupplied  which  brought  him  into  the  coun¬ 
cil,  by  a  fubfequent  appointment  from  his  Ma- 
jefty.  The  council  therefore  very  equitably  de¬ 
clared  the  partial  nomination  of  this  artful  Se¬ 
cretary  of  a  weak  L - 1  G - r,  to  have 

ceafed  on  the  24th  of  Auguft  laft,  which  has  been 
the  occafion  of  all  the  revengeful  proceedings 
againft  the  council,  as  ihall  be  more  clearly  de~ 
monltrated  in  my  next. 

PLINY,  Junior. 
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cTo  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 

LETTER  III. 

I  Shall  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  only  one 
more  of  the '  invidious  Remarks  on  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  council  held  at  St.  George,  Au¬ 
guft  24,  1769. 

The  council,  my  Lord,  ordered ,  “  That  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  board,  three  of  whom  to  be 
a  quorum,  be  appointed  to  infpedt  into  and 
amend  the  minutes  of  the  council.55  This  order 
v/as  not  only  regular,  but  had  been  cuftomary 
from  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  council,  and 
had  never  been  liable  to  the  lead  exception  ;  but 
now  a  fet  of  anonymous  Remarkers  have  thought 
proper  to  declare,  that  this  is  an  order  “  to  alter 
faliify,  and  expunge  tranfaftions  of  this  and  for- 

'  •  -  '  met 
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iner  meetings,  as  appears  by  their  omitting  to 
infert  and  publifh  the  molt  material  part  of  the 
minutes  of  the  24th  of  Auguft.” 

Such,  my  Lord,  is  the  bale,  infamous,  and,  I 
may  fay,  libellous  remark  on  a  laudable,  ufual 
refolution  of  the  Council-Board.  I  will  not  cri- 
ticife  on  the  abfurdity  of  afferting,  that  the  cri¬ 
minal  aft  of  altering,  falfifying,  or  expunging 
the  tranfaftions  of  a  council  of  ftate,  is  dedu- 
cible  from  an  omiflion  of  any  part  of  the  minutes 
of  a  particular  meeting  ;  for  indeed  the  whole 
remark  is  fo  grofs  and  fcurrilous,  that  I  fliould 
have  palled  it  over  unnoticed,  if  I  had  not  been 
defirous  to  put  an  important  queftion  to  your 
Lordfnip,  arifing  from  it.  What  fort  of  credit 
can  fuch  men  expeft,  with  an  impartial  public  ; 
and  what  kind  of  caufe  mult  that  be  which  is 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  indecent,  anonymous 
abule  for  its  fupport,  and  whofe  partizans  have 
the  audacity  to  circulate  the  molt  injurious  falfe- 
hoods,  by  the  molt  clandeltine  means,  in  order  to 
deceive  people  of  the  firft  rank  and  confideration 
in  this  kingdom  ? 

Our  next  objeft,  my  Lord,  is,  the  meeting  of 
the  council  on  the  25th  of  September,  1769.  For 
I  will  not  increafe  the  load  of  Mr.  Fitzmaurice’s 
imprudent  and  illegal  conduft,  by  animadverting 
on  his  attempt  at  the  meeting,  on  the  24th  of  Au¬ 
guft,  to  appoint  a  French  Roman  Catholic  to  be 
a  Judge  of  his  Majefty’s  court  of  Common  Pleas, 
in  direft  violation  of  an  aft  of  the  legislature  of 
the  illands,  in  force,  and  operating  till  the  14th 
of  Oftober,  1770. — The  defign  was  dropped  for 
that  time,  and  there  let  it  reft. 

The  heavieft  charge  brought  againft  the  late 
council  of  Grenada,  by  die  Lieutenant  Governor, 
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or  rather  by  Staunton ,  and  his  Popifli  party,  is,  this 
meeting  on  the  25th  of  September,  which  has 
been  rep  relented  to  be  illegal ;  and  confequent- 
ly  all  the  proceedings  on  that  day  have  been 
declared  to  be  null  and  void.  What  your  Lord- 
lhip’s  decifion  may  be  on  this  head,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay  ;  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the 
meeting  was  legal,  conftitutional  and  regular ; 
and  as  to  the  proceedings,  they  muft  endear  the 
members  of  that  patriotic  council  to  their  Prote- 
ftant  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

It  was  ufual  for  the  council  to  fit  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Aflembly,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  aflembly  in  the  dif- 
patch  of  public  bufinefs  *,  they  therefore  very 
juftly  prefumed,  that  they  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  meet  in  their  legiflative  capacity,  though  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  had  not  thought  proper  to 
fummon  them  finc.e  the  laft  adjournment.  Be- 
fides,  it  appears  from  the  minutes  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  that  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  himfelf  could  not  deem 
their  fitting  to  be  illegal,  flnce  he  lent  a  meflage 
to  them,  in  the  ufual  form,  commanding  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  Provoft  MarJJoal ,  and  delivered  to 
him  a  frefh  order  for  adjournment,  fine  die.  Had 
the  meeting  been  illegal,  as  the  Remarkers  flilc 
it,  your  Lordfhip  is  fenfible,  the  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor  could  not  have  exercifed  any  authority 
over  them,  much  lefs  have  adjourned  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  eitablifhed  precedents,  and  forms  of 
office. 

The  glorious  Refolutions  entered  into  at  this 
meeting,  will  be  recorded  hereafter  in  the  annals 
of  Great  Britain,  to  the  immortal  honour  of  all 
the  members  of  that  illuftrious  body.  They  ex¬ 
plain  the  omiffion,  complained  of  by  the  partial 
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Remarkers  in  the  minutes  of  Auguft  the  24th, 
and  (land  thus  : 

“  His  Honour  the  Governor  having  attempted, 
at  the  lalt  meeting  of  this  board,  to  appoint  and 
fwear  in  Paul  Mignot  Devoconnu ,  and  Charles 
Nicholas  De  Chanteloup ,  Efqrs,  members  of  his 
Majefty’s  council  of  Grenada,  &c.  contrary  to 
his  Majefty’s  inftructions,  the  council  from  the 
oath  they  have  taken  well  and  faithfully  to  ferve  his 
Majefty,  and  promote  the  good  of  his  affairs  with 
their  beft  advice,  thinking  themfelves  indifpenfi- 
bly  bound  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  of  carrying 
fo  dangerous  a  meafure  into  execution,  have  come 
to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Refolved ,  That  by  the  King’s  commiffion  and 
inftructions  to  the  Governor  General,  and  to  fuch 
perfon  on  whom  the  command  may  devolve,  they 
are  reflectively  required  to  conform  to  the  di¬ 
rections  contained  in  that  commiffion,  and  the 
inftructions  therewith  fent,  or  to  fuch  other  as 
fhall  be  given  under  the  King’s  fignet  and  fig  11 
manual,  or  by  the  King’s  order  in  his  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  whereby  we  conceive  the  channels  through 
which  the  Governor’s  inftructions  are  to  come, 
are  clearly  pointed  out,  and  that  no  other  mode 
can  warrant  an  alteration  in  fo  material  a  point  as 
the  conftitution  of  this  board,  already  fixed  by 
the  inftructions  under  the  Kind’s  fio;n  manual. 

Secondly,  That  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  King’s 
general  inftructions,  the  power  of  the  Governor 
for  appointing  counfellors,  is  exprefly  confined 
to  the  Angle  cafe,  when  lefs  than  leven  members 
fhall  be  rending  in  thefe  i (lands  ;  and  as  there  are 
eight  members  now  refiding  in  Grenada,  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  arbitrarily  affuming  to  himfelf  a  power 

of 
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of  appointing  Counfellors  at  this  time,  appears  to 
this  board  a  direft  violation  of  this  part  of  his 
Majefty’s  inftruftionst 

Thirdly ,  That  by  an  additional  inftru&ion  com¬ 
municated  to  the  council  in  October,  1766,  his 
Majefty  limits  the  number  of  counfellors  for  Gre¬ 
nada  and  the  Grenadines  to  twelve,  which  num¬ 
ber  is  now  compleat  by  a  late  appointment  of  his 
Majefty  in  October,  1768  *,  and  we  conceive  the 
Governor’s  affuming  to  himfelf  the  right  of  in- 
creafing  the  number  of  counfellors  beyond  that 
already  fixed  by  the  crown,  is  a  deviation  from 
this  inft ruction,  and  an  alteration  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  council,  which  may  be  of  the  molt 
dangerous  confequence,  by  rendering  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  council,  as  part  o t  the  legislature, 
illegal. 

Refolved ,  That  it  appears  to  this  board,  that 
upon  thefe  grounds,  when  the  Governor,  v/ith 
the  utmoft  violence,  infilled  upon  appointing  and 
fwearing  in  the  gentlemen  at  the  laft  meeting, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  coun¬ 
cil  thought  proper  to  withdraw  themfelves  for 
that  time,  not  with  any  defign  to  abfent  them¬ 
felves  from  the  public  bufmefs,  which  they  de¬ 
clare  they  are  always  willing  and  ready  to  attend, 
but  merely  with  a  view  to  prevent  his  honour 
from  carrying  into  execution  a  meafure  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  to  be  fo  illegal,  and  in  hopes, 
upon  cooler  deliberation,  the  reafons  urged  at 
the  board  might  appear  to  his  honour  of  fuffici- 
ent  weight  to  induce  him  to  defift  from  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  a  meafure, 

Thefe  refolutions  wrere  ordered  to  be  engroffed 
in  the  minute-book  of  the  council.  By  thefe  re¬ 
folutions, 
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folutions,  my  Lord,  I  fhall  be  able  to  account 
for  ail  the  after-proceedings  of  Mr.  Fitzmaurice, 
and  to  refute  all  the  frivolous  reafons  affigned  by 
him  for  the  removal  of  the  fix  worthy  Proteftant 
members  of  this  council.  In  the  mean  time  o-ive 
me  leave  to  afk,  with  what  face  Mr.  Fitzmaurice’s 
party  can  complain  of  the  indulgence  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  in  delaying  to  engrols  in  their  minute-books 
till  the  25th  of  September,  or  even  to  publifh  in 
the  interim,  the  unconditional  attempt  made  by 
him  on  the  24th  of  Auguft,  to  fwear  in  the  two 
french  gentlemen  ?  “  for  which  he  could  only 
plead  a  letter  from  your  Lordfhip,  and  I  am 
informed  your  Lordfhip  difavows,  the  having 
given  any  indrucdions  in  that  letter  to  warrant  the 
meafure  complained  of,  and  that  you  fome  time 
fmce  were  of  opinion  with  the  Council,  that  Mr. 
Fitzmaurice  had  exceeded  all  indru&ions  and 
orders  whatever  at  that  time.” 

d  he  length  of  this  letter  obliges  me  to  con¬ 
clude  for  the  prelent,  by  defiring  all  true  Pro- 
tedants,  who  may  chance  to  read  thele  letters, 
to  keep  their  minds  attentive  to  the  above  relo- 
lutions,  on  the  grounds  of  which  the  caufe  of  our 
fu fp ended  brethren  is  to  be  tried,  and  their  re- 
doration  effected. 

P  LINY,  Junior, 

Jan.  10,  1770. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  IV, 

To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 

My  Lord, 

T  AM  now  to  intreat  your  Lordffiip’s  attention 
to  the  laft  reiolution  of  the  Council  of  Grena¬ 
da,  on  the  25th  of  September  1769.  It  runs 
thus  :  “  Information  having  been  made  to  the 
Board,  that  the  council  books  had  been  frequent¬ 
ly  taken  out  of  the  cuftody  of  the  Clerk  :  Refol? 
ved  unanimously,  that  for  the  future,  when  any 
recourfe  is  to  be  had  to  the  council  books,  ’tis 
to  be  done  either  at  the  Council  Board  or  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  at  his  office.” 

In  objection  to  this  refolution,  it  has  been  affer- 
ted  by  the  French  Pvoman  Catholic  party  •,  that 
the  Governor  has  a  right  to  fend  for  thefe  books, 
and  that  they  properly  belong  to  him,  as  they  con¬ 
tain  his  prcoeedmgs.  In  reply  to  this  affertion,  I 
fhall  appeal  to  your  Lordihip,  and  afk  you,  if  the 
council  books  of  any  Council  in  Great  Britain 
are  ever  fuffered  to  be  taken  away  by  any  officer 
of  the  Crown  ?  authentic  extracts  from  the  mi¬ 
nutes  may  be  taken,  and  recourfe  had  to  the 
books  at  the  offices  •,  and  it  is  the  ufual  bufinefs 
of  the  Clerks  or  Secretaries  of  Councils  to  attend 
at  all  infpedions  of  fuch  books,  and  to  make 
fuch  extracts  or  furniffi  fuch  authentic  copies  as 
(hall  be  legally  required  of  them.  But  I  believe 
fuch  an  abfurdity  was  never  attempted  any  where, 
except  at  Grenada,  as  to  fend  for  the  minute  books 
of  a  council  of  ftate,  for  the  private  infpedion ' 
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of  the  reprefentative  of  the  crown,  and  of  an 
inferior  officer  under  him. 

The  Angularity,  if  not  the  illegality  of  fuch 
conduft,  was  remarkable  on  this  occafion  *,  tor 
the  minute  books  of  the  council  of  Grenada  had 
been  taken  jiway  by  Dr.  Staunton,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor’s  Secretary,  and  in  thole  books  were 
contained  refolutions  againft  him;  it  may  there¬ 
fore  ealily  be  conjectured,  that  the  council  had 
the  molt  jull in  able  grounds  of  fufpicion  relpcft- 
ing  the  ufe  intended  to  be  made  of  the  books 
fo  taken  away,  which  occafioned  them  unani¬ 
mously  to  determine  on  the  above  refolution,  in 
which  they  are  not  only  defenfible,  but  highly  to 
be  applauded. — Surely  they  had  a  power  over 
their  own  records. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  offer  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  concerning  the  malicious  remarks  of  the 
French  party,  on  the  minutes  of  the  late  council, 
but  what  will  arife  in  the  courfe  of  my  refutation, 
of  the  very  futile  reafons  affigned  by  Mr.  hitz- 
maurice  for  fulpending  and  removing  the  truly 
honourable  fohn  Graham,  William  Lindow, 
Frederick  Corlar,  Thomas  1  ownfend,  John 
Melvill,  and  Thomas  Williams,  Efqrs,  from 
fitting,  voting  or  affifting,  in  his  Majefty  s 
Council  of  Grenada,  and  the  Grenadines. 

The  fir  ft  reafon  is,  “  for  having  refilled  at  a 
meeting  of  the  council  on  the  24th  day  of  Am 
guft  laft,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  their  office, 
to  aid  and  affift  the  commander  in  chief,  in  mea- 
fures  which  he  declared  to  be  fignified  to  him  i  roin 
his  Majefty,  being  the  only  method  of  making 
known  the  royal  intentions*,  as  by  a  letter  from 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  Secretaries  of  State,  dated 
Sept.  2,  1768,  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  direc- 
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ted  not  to  communicate  upon  any  pretence  what¬ 
ever,  copies  of  the  whole  or  part  of  any  fuch  let¬ 
ters,  either  to  the  Council  or  to  the  AfTembly.” 

I  beg  leave,  my  Lord,  in  reply  to  this  frivo¬ 
lous  reafon  to  oblerve,  “  That  the  members  of 
the  council,  in  conformity  to  the  oaths  and  true 
obligations  of  their  office,  which  bind  them  only 
to  aid  and  aflift  his  Majefty’s  Captain  General  or 
Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  in  matters 
juf  and  lawful,  did  ufe  their  beft  endeavours,  as 
they  had  done  once  befor#  with  fuccefs,  to  dif- 
iuade  the  Lieutenant  Governor  from  this  fecond 


attempt  to  fwear  in  two  French  Roman  Catholic 
Counfellors,  as  a  meaiure  not  only  unneceffary, 
the  Board  being  compleat  without  them,  but  as 
being  in  itfelf  unwarrantable  and  illegal  ;  unlefs 
he  had  produced  lawful  and  fufficient  authority 
for  fuch  a  dangerous  innovation.  Inltead  of 
which  he  only  alledged  that  he  had  received  direc¬ 
tions  for  it,  in  a  letter  from  your  Lordfhip,  at 
the  fame  time  refilling  to  communicate  any  part 
of  fuch  letter,  under  pretence  of  an  order  to  that 
effect :  Upon  which  the  members  of  the  Board, 
after  finding  him  deaf  to  all  arguments,  and  even 
proceeding  with  heat  and  violence  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  purpofe,  judged  it  to  be  their  indil- 
penfable  duty  by  no  means  to  acquiefce  or  concur 
m,  but  on  the  contrary,  by  withdrawing,  to  pre¬ 
vent,  in  the  moft  inofienfive  manner,  fuch  an  un- 


warran table  and  unlawful  acf,  holding  themfelves 
at  the  fame  time  conftantly  in  readinefs  to  fit  again 
on  the  public  bufinefs.”  On  this  face  of  things 
will  your  Lordfhip  juftify  the  fufpenfion  on  the 
grounds  of  the  firft.  reafon  ?  I  am  aim  oft  allured 
of  the  contrary;  and  if  the  letter  from  your 
Lordfhip,  which  the  Lieutenant  Governor  refer- 
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red  to,  did  not  contain  direftions  to  carry  the 
odious  mediate  into  execution  at  that  time,  and 
your  Londfhip’s  friends  maintain  that  it  did  not 
l  will  be  bold  to  tell  your  Lordihip,  that  the  firft 
realon  for  fufpenfion  not  only  falls  to  the  ground 
but  that  the  council  are  juftified,  and  have  a  fair 
title  to  be  reftored  to  the  favour  of  their  molt 
gracious  Sovereign,  and  to  their  feats  in  his  coun¬ 
cil  }  to  which  I  will  add,  that  if  this  be  the  cafe, 
Mr.  Pitzmaunce,  after  fuch  an  abufe  of  audio- 
my,  ought  not  to  continue  in  office. 

1  he  welfare,  the  tranquillity  of  the  ifland,  de¬ 
pends  on  yourLordlhip’s  avowal  or  difavowal  of  the 
directions  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  pretends  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  in  his  letters  from  your  Lordffiip.  The 
Council  of  Grenada  had  many  cogent  reafons,from 
iome  former  proceedings,  not  to  give  an  implicit 
Cre,dlt  t°  a11  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s  affertions  • 
and  believe  me,  my  Lord,  while  the  natural 
born  fubjeds  imagine  that  this  detefted  meafurc 
was  an  arbitrary  ftretch  of  authority  in  him,  they 
wi  not  fubmit  quietly  to  his  government,  nor 
^lll  the  Icgffiative  or  commercial  concerns  of  the 
ifland  be  attended  to.  In  a  word,  no  one  benefit 
will  be  derived  from  this  colony  to  the  mother- 
country,  nor  will  any  revenue  be  railed  in  it  for 
the  ferv.ee  of  the  crown,  till  the  inhabitants  have 
. a  1  ''oteftant  Council,  and  a  Governor  zealoufly 
attached  to  the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  to  the  con- 
lntution  of  his  country.  It  will  be  therefore 
highly  expedient  to  refcore  die  fufpended  mem¬ 
bers,  without  lofs  of  time,  and  to  order  the 
Captain  General,  who  firft  eftabliflied  and  fettled 
the  government  of  this  Colony,  after  the  ceffionof 
it  by  the  French,  on  the  bafis  of  the  Britilh  con- 
titution,  to  repair  to  his  ftation  ;  but  the  ncccfi 
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JW  of  thcfe  meafures  will  appear  ftill  more  evident' 
as  we  proceed  in  our  animadverfions  on  the  other 
abfurd  reafons  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  fix  Pro- 


teftant  members. 
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Jan.  17,  1770. 


To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 

letter  v. 


My  Lord, 

Tj-jjr  further  I  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe  I  have  undertaken  to  fupport,  the 
more  charmed  I  am  with  the  conduct  of  thofe  true 
friends  to  our  Proteftant  conftitution,  who  man¬ 
fully  flood  forth  and  publicly  protefted  againft  any 
meafures  taking  place  in  Grenada  that  were  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  political  principles  of  the  refor¬ 
mation  and  the  revolution,  on  which  the  fecunty 
of  his  Majefty’s  throne  and  government  is  foun¬ 
ded. 

Not  fatisfied,  my  Lord,  with  convincing  you 
that  the  fix  fufpended  Proteftant  members  of  the 
Council  of  Grenada  have  been  ill  ufed  by  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  French  Roman 
Catholic  fubje&s,  I  mull  declare,  that  I  enter¬ 
tain  fome  hopes  that  your  Lordfhip  will 
finally  become  the  patron  and  protestor  of  the 
juft  rights  and  privileges  of  his  Majefty’s  natural 
born  fubje&s  •,  and  that  you  will  not  only  order 
the  reftoration  of  the  fufpended  members,  but 

will  fignifv  to  them  your  juft  approbation  of  their 
‘  loyalty 
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Royalty  to  our  Proteftant  Sovereign,  and  of  their 
fidelity  to  our  proteftant  ftate. 

As  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  from 
the  high  truft  he  has  fo  manifeftly  abufed,  it  is  a 
ftep  fo  neceftary  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  con¬ 
vince  the  natural-born  fubj  efts  on  the  ifland,  and 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  there  refident  in  England, 
of  the  intentions  of  government  to  lecure  to  them 
the  quiet  pofleflion  of  their  property,  that  I  will 
not  doubt  of  its  being  carried  into  execution  with 
all  convenient  Ipeed  :  for  permit  me  to  tell  you, 
my  Lord,  it  is  become  abfolutely  neceftary  to  af- 
fure  the  public,  that  the  adminiftration  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  valuable  colony  will  not  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  any  let  of  men,  who  being  devoted 
to  the  fervice  of  France,  and  tied  to  that  fervice 
by  private  intereft,  may,  one  day  or  other,  take 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  ballance  all  accounts 
with  the  Britifh  fubjefts,  as  well  for  loans  of 
money  on  their  eftates,  as  for  merchandize  fent 
them  on  credit,  by  furrendering  it  to  its  ancient 
mafter.  vV  hat,  my  Lord,  but  a  view  to  get  the 
power  of  the  government  into  their  own  hands, 
could  induce  the  French  party,  through  the  chan¬ 
nel  of  their  obfequious  fervant,  Dr.  Staunton,  to 
diftate  to  that  weak  man  Mr.  Fitzmaurice 
Inch  abfurd  reafons  as  thofe  under  our  confide- 
ration,  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  worthy  Coun- 
fellors?  The  fecond  is 

Reafon  2,  “  f  or  difavowing  all  obedience 

at  the  laid  meeting  to  his  Majefty’s  reprefenta- 
tive,  and  to  di  reft  ions  contained  in  letters  from 
his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  un¬ 
der  pietence  that  no  letter  could  authorize  the 
nomination  of  members  of  the  council,  though 
£uc.h  nomination  was  neceftary  to  complete  the 

plan 
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plan  laid  down  by  his  Majefty  in  the  additional  in- 
ftrudlions  under  his  royal  fign  manual,  for  the 
formation  of  a  full  and  compleat  legiflature  upon 
a  lafting  and  permanent  foundation  ;  and  though 
all  the  members  of  the  feparate  council  of  Gre¬ 
nada  were  originally  appointed  in  purfuance 
folely  of  a  letter  from  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  dated  Whitehall, 
March  25,  1766,  and  which  principles  of  dif- 

obedience  they  afterwards  afiert  in  their  refolu- 
tions,  in  open  violation  of  his  Majefty’s  corn- 
million  and  inftrudtions.*,  and  particularly  of  the 
fixty-fixth  inftrudtion  under  his  Majefty’s  royal 
fignet  and  fign  manual,  by  which  his  Majefty 
declares  his  orders  to  be  communicated  to  the  faid 
Governor  and  commander  in  Chief,  by  one  of  his 
principal  Secretaries  of  State.” — The  anfwer  to 
this  reafon  is  clear  and  abfolute.  They  did  not 
by  any  means  difavow,  either  in  their  refolutions 
or  in  any  part  of  their  conduct,  fuch  legal  and 
conftitutional  obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  reprefen- 
tative  as  he  had  a  right  to  expedt,  or  they  were 
under  any  obligation  to  pay  •,  and  with  regard  to 
an  implicit  obedienee  to  directions  faid  to  be  con¬ 
tained  in  letters  (not  produced)  from  his  Majefty’s 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  your  Lordfhip,  it  is 
affirmed,  has  declared  to  feveral  gentlemen, 
that  “  thole  letters  Amply  could  not  authorize 
fo  important  a  change  of  conftitution  as  that  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor.”  And, 
my  Lord,  it  is  a  known  truth,  that  Mr.  Fitz- 
maurice,  and  his  director  the  St.  Omer’s  Dodtor, 
had  not  only  alarmed  the  Council  by  their  diffimu- 
lation  and  intrigues,  but  had  abfolutely  loft  all 
credit  owing  to  their  want  of  veracity  upon  fome 
former  occalions — nay,  has  not  your  Lordfhip 

been 
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been  obliged,  for  your  own  j unification,  to  make 
known  the  two  falfhoods  they  have  been  guilty  of, 
in  aflferting,  that  one  of  your  letters  diredted  and 
authorifed  his  appointment  of  the  two  French 
Counfellors,  and  that  another  had  abfolutely  for¬ 
bidden  the  communication  of  any  original  letter, 
or  any  part  of  its  contents  :  Whereas  you  had  only 
Signified  tne  King  s  plealure  to  all  the  governors 
or  Commanders  in  Chief  in  the  Colonies  not  to 
communicate  copies  or  extradts,  as  fuch  were 
liable  to  falsification  and  other  improper  ules. 
As  to  the  precedent  alledged  of  a  feparate  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Grenada  having  been  appointed  by  the 
Governor  in  Chief  in  1766,  when  the  firlt  was 
called  in  purfuance  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Tiade,  which  alio  gave  lome  rules  refpectino-  ir, 
particularly  that  it  Should  confift  of  twelve  mem¬ 
bers  as  in  the  other  colonies,  and  a  preference  be 
given  to  his  Majefty’s  members  of  the  General 
Council  refiding  and  having  property  in  the  Co¬ 
lony  .  This  letter  only  directs  the  carrying  into 
execution  the  appointment  of  a  feparate  Council, 
as  becoming  not  only  constitutional  but  indeed 
mdifpenfable,  when  a  particular  afiembly  Should 
be  eftabliShed  ;  infomuch,  that  it  is  to  be  pre¬ 
fumed  the  Governor  in  Chief  ought  and  would 
have  done  it  without  fuch  letter,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  his 
MajeSty  :  But  how  unfortunately  has  this  prece¬ 
dent  been  adduced  to  extenuate,  or  rather  to 
juftify  the  fecond  attempt  of  fuperadding  French 
Roman  Catholic  Subjects  (without  either  necessity 
or  authority)  to  the  Council,  a  Board  of  more 
impoitance,  in  a  diftant  colony,  elpecially 
Grenada,  than  in  Great  Britain,  as  being  not 
only  a  legillative  branch  and  a  court  of  appeal 
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in  many  cafes,  and  ufually  fo  in  Chancery  bufinefs, 
but  alio  the  Board  of  ftate  and  advice  for  the  af- 
liflance  of  the  King’s  reprefentative  in  carrying  on 
his  Majefty’s  lervice,  and  maintaining  the  inter¬ 
nal  police  and  tranquility  of  the  country.  And 
no  Englifhman  can  poiTibly  be  ignorant  of  the 
many  effential  laws  which  exprefly  guard  the 
Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  againft  the  dange¬ 
rous  admiflion  of  Roman  Catholics,  or  aliens  from 
the  molt  friendly  nations,  into  that  refpedtable 
body. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  given  a  full  refuta¬ 
tion  of  the  fecond  reafon,  and  fhewn  that  the 
principles  the  Council  affert  in  their  refolutions, 
are  principles  of  obedience  to  their  oaths,  and  to 
the  known  conftitution  of  their  country,  and  not 
of  difobedience  as  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  alledges.  In 
my  next,  I  hope  to  be  equally  fuccefsful  in  over¬ 
throwing  the  remaining  articles  of  impeachment, 
brought  by  this  lagacious  Lieutenant  Governor 
againft  our  laudable  Council. 

PLINY,  Junior. 

Jan,  24,  1770. 


LETTER  VI. 


To  the  Earl  ^Hillsborough. 

My  Lord, 

Y  this  time,  I  imagine,  you  are  fully  con- 
__  vinced  that  the  eyes  of  all  true  proteftants 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  are  fixed  upon  your 
Lordfnip,  and  that  they  expeft  from  your  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  conduct  at  this  very  alarming  crifis,  fuch 
a  decifion,  with  refpeft  to  their  interefts,  as  muft 
determine  “  whether  they  are  to  confidcr  the 
caufe  of  the  reformed  religion  as  intervowen  with 
ouivconftitution,  and  entwined  around  the  throne 
of  his  moft  facred  Ma jelly  George  the  Third  •,  or 
as  devoted  a  willing  facrifice  to  the  dark  intrigues 
of  popery,  ftill  ftruggling  for  the  reftoration  of 
its  ancient  power  over  the  Britifh  Empire,  and 
iupported  by  the  dregs  of  the  Stuart  race,  now 
unfurling  its  banners  in  our  diftant  provinces, 
menacing  the  fubverfion  of  our  civil  and  religious 
Liberty.” 

My  prefent  fubjedl  is  limited,  but  it  is  of  the 
firft  importance,  and  I  will  not  now  addrefs  you 
in  the  forcible  ftyle  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  •,  but  I  muft  moft  humbly  advife  your 
Lordfliip  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  juft  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  King’s  natural  born-fubjefts  againft 
the  French  Roman  Catholic  faftion  in  Grenada. 
Be  allured  from  a  fincere  friend,  that  you  have  no 
time  to  lofe.  Suffer  not  the  Commander  in  Chief 
to  linger  one  hour  longer  in  Britain  :  Where  ever 
he  is,  order  him  inftantly  to  repair  to  his  ftation, 
and  do  not  let  any  parliamentary  and  minifterial 
bufinefs  whatever  take  off  your  attention  from 
this  point.  Break  the  fpells  the  adverfe  party 
laid  to  detain  him  here,  while  they  carried  their 
unconftitutional  machinations  into  execution  at 
Grenada,  or  all  is  loft,  and  your  Lordfliip  will 
difcover  too  late,  that  you  are  entangled  in  the 
web  which  the  natural  enemies  of  your  country 
have  fecretly  woven  for  the  deftru&ion  of  your 
Proteftant  brethren. 

I  leave  it  to  the  noble  Peer  to  talk  of  impeach¬ 
ments,  while  I  only  juft  hint  to  your  Lordfliip, 
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that  the  penfioning  a  Popifh  Prieft  at  Halifax, 
when  his  veiy  appearance  there,  is  contrary  to  an 
act  of  the  Bntifh  Parliament,  and  to  an  ad  of  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  confirmed  and  approved 
by  government  at  home  in  the  year  1759  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  fome  extraordinary  behaviour  to  the 
i  1  oteftants,  of  the  fame  complexion,  in  this  and 
other  Colonies,  may  require  fomewhat  more 
than  apologies  •,  for  proceedings  exadly  fimilar  to 
thefe,  exafperated  all  good  iubjeds  againft  the 
Mimltry  and  Councils  of  James  the  fecond and 

your  Eordfhip  knows  the  confequence  that  en- 
fued. 

I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  recite  the  third  rea- 
fon  given  by  that  weak  tool  Mr.  Fitzmaurice, 
fci  fuipending  the  fix  Proteffant  members  of  the 
Council  of  Grenada  ;  yet  as  I  have  promifed  to 

go  regularly  through  the  whole,  I  here  o-ive  it 
a  place. 

Reafcn  III.  For  having  wilfully  withdrawn 
and  perfifling  to  abfent  themfelves,  having  been 
Guiy  fummoned  and  met,  and  having  been  ad- 
monifhed  to  remain  in  Council,  previously  declar¬ 
ing,  and  afterwards  avowing  in  their  refolutions, 
tne  iole  aefign  of  withdrawing  themfelves  to  he 
for  preventing  the  execution  of  public  bufinefs 
t*nu  meafures ;  (and  to  the  interruption  of  the 
courfe  of  juftice,  as  there  was  a  Court  of  Error, 
which  confifts  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  be 
then  held  on  a  very  important  caufe,  which  can¬ 
not  be  now  refumed  on  account  of  the  death  of 
the  perfon  who  brought  the  appeal,  which  has 
fince  happenea ;)  and  in  dired  oppofition  to  the 
eigth  article  of  his  Majefty’s  inftrudio ns,  by 
which  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  not  only  autho- 
riied,  but  direded  to  fulpend  41I  members  wil- 
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fully  perfifting  after  admonition,  to  abfent  them¬ 
felves  from  Council  when  duly  fummoned; 
which  inftrudlion  is,  by  his  Majefty’s  direction, 
entered  in  the  Council  books  as  a  Handing  rule.” 

The  mod:  glaring  falfhood,  is  the  foundation 
of ^  this  abfurd  charge,  in  proof  of  which,  I 
refer  your  Lordfhip  to  the  refolutions  of  ’the 
Council  on  the  24th  of  Auguft,  where  you  will 
find  they  declare,  that  they  only  withdrew 
themfelves  while  the  unconftitutional  Hep  was 
taken  of  fwearing  in  the  two  French  Roman 
Catholic  Counfellors,  cc  but  not  with  any  defio-n 
to  abfent  themfelves  from  the  public  bufine?s, 
which  they  declare  they  are  always  ready  and 
willing  to  attend.”  As  to  their  not  fitting  on 
that  day  as  a  Court  of  Error,  it  is  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  lhould  pre- 
lume  to  charge  them  with  a  fault  lpringino-  from 
his  own  arbitrary  conduct  and  negligence.  Beit 
known  then,  that  there  was  no  mention  of  a  Court 
of  Error  in  his  fummons  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  that  day,  which  had  been  always 
cuftomary  ;  but  fo  intent  was  this  St.  Omer’s 
Secretary  on  the  grand  point  of  introducing  his 
rrench  friends  into  the  Council,  that  this  *part 
of  the  fummons  was  omitted.  Befides,  my  Lord, 
if  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  had  preferred  his  duty,  and 
the  intereft  of  the  King’s  fubjefts  to  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  pique  againft  the  Council,  he  certainly 
would  have  brought  on  the  important  appeal 
mentioned  in  this  reafon  before  the  old  Council, 
which  was  compleat  with  refpeft  to  number’ 
prior  to  venturing  on  an  innovation  which  he  very 
well  knew  would  throw  them  into  confufion, 
and  neceffarily  impede  the  public  bufinefs. 
Jt  appears,  therefore,  that  the  Council  did  not  aft 
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in  oppolition  to  the  eighth  article  of  his  Majefty’s 
inftruftions  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  being  fummon- 
ed,  did  attend,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  on 
the  public  bufinefs,  to  which  the  Lieutenant-Go¬ 
vernor  himfelf  put  a  Hop  by  a  moft  unneceffary, 
unfeafonable,  and  extraordinary  aft  of  power, 
which  ought  to  operate  his  own  fufpenfion,  but 
cannot  by  any  means  affeft  the  worthy  members 
of  that  Council,  but  on  the  contrary,  is  the  very 
ftrongeft  argument  that  can  be  given  for  their  re- 
ftoration. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  letter  with  one  ftriking  re¬ 
mark.  “  It  feems  very  ft  range  that  the  Commander 
in  chief,  who  drained  every  finew  of  authority, 
and  exerted  the  full  force  of  adminiftration  againlt 
Proteftant  fubjefts  at  Bofton,  fhould  be  fupport- 
ed  by  a  military  force,  and  have  honours  confer¬ 
red  upon  him  ;  and  that  the  Commander  in  chief 
at  Grenada,  who  only  exercifed  legal  authority 
againft  a  party  of  French  Roman  Catholic  fub¬ 
jefts,  who  violently  and  indecently  oppofed  the 
eftablifhment  of  his  government,  framed  on  the 
laws  of  the  realm  of  England,  and  on  his  Maje- 
fty’s  Royal  proclamation,  fhould  neither  be  fup- 
ported  with  firmnefs,  nor  meet  with  any  public 
marks  of  approbation.” 

Flow  is  this  to  be  accounted  for,  but  by  a  fup- 
pofition  which  wears  a  melancholy  afpeft,  “  that 
a  few  foft  words,  or  a  few  idle  menaces  from  an 
imperious  French  Miniftry  to  a  timid  Britifh 
adminiftration,  are  moreprevalent  in  favour  of  our 
French  fubjefts  in  Grenada,  than  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  King’s  Commander  in  chief  in  favour 
of  his  natural-born  Proteftant  fubjefts  there,  or 
than  the  prayers  and  petitions  of  the  unfortunate, 
diftrefied  and  opprefied  North  Americans. 

Jan.  31.  1770.  PLINY,  Junior. 

LET- 
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LETTER  VII. 


To  the  Earl  ^/’Hillsborough. 

My  Lord, 

SINCE  my  laft  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain-General 
and  Commander  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majeftv’s 
Southern  Carribbee  iflands  in  America — not  by 
your  Lordfhip,  but  by  the  three  modeft  authors 
of  a  virulent  pamphlet,  intitled,  audi  alteram  par- 
tem\  or,  “  a  counter  letter  to  your  Lordfhip 
which  has  been  prefented  to  you  with  very  great 
delicacy  and  propriety,  confidering  that  almoft 
every  page  contains  an  encomium  on  your  admi- 
niftration  of  the  colony  of  Grenada.  Thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  my  Lord,  have  made  ufe  of  the  old, 
ftale,  common-place  fcurrility  of  ftiling  their  op¬ 
ponents  Grub-ftreet  writers ;  and  then,  with 
matchlefs  impudence,  they  affert,  that  I  am  no 
other  than  Governor  Melvill,  in  propria  perfona, 
founding  my  own  praife  *,  they  would  have  been 
as  near  the  mark,  in  this  refpedt,  if  they  had  faid 
I  was  Junius. 

The  reply  I  now  make,  my  Lord,  is  for  your 
fatisfadlion  alone \  for  thefe  authors  do  not  merit 
any  anfwer.  1  proteft  then  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner,  that  I  am  neither  Governor  Melvill, 
nor  any  agent,  friend  or  dependant  on  that  worthy 
gentleman  *,  nor  am  I  the  writer  of  the  letter  to 
your  Lordfhip,  figned  cc  a  Grenada  proprietor 
Yet  with  uncommon  effrontery,  and  to  the  total 
deftrudlion  of  the  credit  of  the  authors  (fo  they 

call 
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call  themfel  ves)  of  audi  alteram  partem^  it  is  round¬ 
ly  averted,  page  5,  “  that  Pliny  Junior,  is  Go¬ 
vernor  Melvill,  who  is  the  writer  of  feveral  pa¬ 
pers  concerning  the  affairs  of  Grenada  in  the  Po¬ 
litical  Regifter,  of  the  letter  figned  “  A  Grenada 
Proprietor,”  and  of  the  prefent  correfpondence 
with  your  Lordfhip. 

The  caufe  of  our  proteftant  government  at  home, 
my  Lord,  as  it  might  be  hereafter  affe&ed  by  the 
impolitic  conceflions  made  to  the  French  Roman. 
Catholic  fubjects  in  Grenada,  unbiaffed  by  any 
other  motive,  or  by  any  connection  with  any  of  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  difputes  of  that  ifland, 
firft  engaged  me  to  take  up  my  pen  on  this  im¬ 
portant  lubjecft,  and  if  every  writer  on  the  fame 
point  is  falfely  fuppofed  to  be  either  Governor 
Melvill  or  his  friends,  I  can  only  obferve  that 
he  muft  be  a  very  copious  writer,  or  have  a  great 
many  fcribling  acquaintance.  The  managers  of 
the  Monthly  Review,  my  Lord,  have  juft  added 
to  the  number,  and  have  confirmed  my  remark, 
that  the  Proteftant  intereft  is  endangered,  and  its 
friends  univerfally  alarmed  by  the  meafures  that 
have  been  taken  in  favour  of  the  French  Roman 
Catholic  fubjeefts.  And  it  is  very  certain,  my 
Lord,  that' if  an  effectual  alteration  is  not  fpeedi- 
ly  made  in  the  legiflature  of  Grenada,  to  the  fa- 
tisfaeftion  of  the  King’s  natural-born  fubjedts,  as 
well  Proteftants  as  Roman  Catholics,  the  affairs 
of  that  ifland  will  be  got  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
remedy. 

As  to  Governor  Melvill,  he  is  quite  out  of 
the  queftion  with  me,  any  farther  than  as  I  fhould 
deem  it  a  piece  of  found  policy  to  reinftate  in  his 
government  the  man  who  had  the  fpirit  to  eftablifli 
it,  on  the  bafis  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of 

England,, 
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England,  in  oppofition  to  the  Romifh  French 
faction. 

With  refpeft  to  the  narrative  of  Governor 
Melvill’s  adminidration,  contained  in  this  abufive 
pamphlet,  I  mud  confefs  I  never  before  heard  of 
the  fails  there  related  to  his  difadvantage,  though 
I  have  had  the  belt  and  mod  regular  correfpon- 
dence  in  the  ifland,  and  I  own  they  can  gain  no 
credit  with  me,  becaufe  the  authors  have  let  out 
with  an  abfolute  untruth  with  refpeft  to  myfelf. 
Befides,  their  want  of  veracity  is  ftrongly  exhibit¬ 
ed  in  another  part  of  their  performance.  In  or¬ 
der  to  depreciate  the  worthy  gentlemen,  who,  at 
a  meeting  held  at  the  King’s  Arms  Tavern  in  Corn- 
hill,  on  the  2 1 11  of  December  lad,  carried,  by  a 
confiderable  majority,  this  laudable  motion,  “that 
application  fhould  he  made  to  government  to  re- 
ftore  the  fix  fufpended  Protedant  members  of  the 
council  of  Grenada.” - Thel'e  authors  have  un¬ 

dervalued  the  property  of  three  gentlemen  on  that 
fide  of  the  quedion  to  the  amount  of  1 6o, oool. 
and  they  have  over-rated  the  property  of  fome  of 
their  friends,  that  is  to  fay,  the  friends  of  the 
French  fubjects,  by  about  200,000 1,  with  a  view 
to  prove  that  the  minority,  in  point  of  numbers, 
who  put  a  negative  vote  to  the  motion,  were  pof- 
feded  of  a  larger  proportion  of  property  than  the 
majority  who  carried  it,  which  is  notorioufly 
otherwife. 

I  am  happy,  however,  my  Lord,  in  finding 
by  this  pamphlet,  that  fuch  a  majority  of  refpeft- 
able  peribns  have  concurred  with  me  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  as  to  the  expediency  of  redoring  the  fufpend¬ 
ed  Counfellors  *,  and  as  I  am  ready  to  make  oath, 
that  I  do  not  know  any  of  thefe  gentlemen,  nor 
ever  heard  of  their  names  till  I  read  them  in  this 
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pamphlet,  nor  yet  ever  intruded  myfelf  upon  the 
Grenada  proprietors  at  any  of  their  meetings  ; 
your  Lordfhip,  from  thele  circumftances,  may  be- 
lieve  me  when  I  affirm,  that  the  fubject  was  and 
is  a  general  one,  independent,  of  perfonality  or 
party,  and  will  probably  employ  the  pens  of  many 
writers  of  diftinguiffied  abilities,  the  friends  and 
weli-wifhers  to  the  Protefcant  intereft,  on  revo¬ 
lution  principles.  Mr.  Fitzmaurice’s  fourth  reafon 
for  lufpend’;  g  the  Counfellors  turns  on  the  irre¬ 
gularity  of  their  meeting  without  his  exprefs  order 
on  the  25th  of  September,  1769.  But  the  necei- 
fity  and  confiftency  of  this  meeting  I  havedemon- 
ftrated  in  my  third  letter  to  your  lordfhip,  I  there¬ 
fore  do  not  think  it  worth  your  further  notice.  The 
fifth  reafon  is  meanly  perfonal.  The  council,  my 
Lord,  did  not  accufe  his  Majefty’s  reprefentative 
of  having  attempted  violent,  arbitrary,  and  ille¬ 
gal  menaces :  But  his  own  proceedings  demon- 
itrate  that  he  did  not  ftop  at  an  attempt,  but  actu¬ 
ally  carried  arbitrary,  prerogative,  unconflitu- 
tional,  and  therefore  illegal  meafures  into  execu¬ 
tion,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
council.  The  two  remaining  reafons,  and  the 
three  ridiculous  additional  reafons,  final!  be  difi* 
cuffed  in  my  next. 


Feb.  7,  177c, 
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LETTER  VIII, 

To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 

My  Lord, 

FO  R  the  honour  of  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  his  fixth  reafon  for  fuf- 
pending  the  fix  members  of  the  council  of  Grena¬ 
da,  had  not  been  entered  on  the  council-books  of 
the  ifland,  nor  induitrioufly  tranfmitted  home  in 
print  by  his  miftaken  friends  *  for  to  record  a  wil¬ 
ful  mifreprefentation  of  a  known  faft,  is  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  fhame  and  difgrace  of  its  author.  A 
fair  comparifon  of  the  laid  reafon,  with  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  council  on  which  it  is  fuppoled  to  be 
founded,  will  fhew  your  Lordfhip  to  what  mean 
fhifts  men  are  necelfarily  driven  for  the  lupport  of 
unjuftifiable  meafures. 

Reafon  6.  “  For  having  at  the  faid  illegal 

meeting  of  the  25th  of  September  1769,  in  order 
to  render  themfelves  totally  independent  of  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  chief,  prohibited  the 
clerk  of  the  council,  who  is  appointed  by  the 
crown,  and  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  chief,  to  lay  before 
the  Governor  or  Commander  in  chief  the  council- 
books,  though  they  contain  all  his  public  pro¬ 
ceedings;  and  that  the  frequent  infpedtion  of  them 
is  abfolutely  necelfary  to  him,  and  which  books 
were  accordingly,  in  a  moft  unprecedented  man¬ 
ner,  refilled  to  him  the  faid  Commander  in  chief.” 
The  refolution  of  the  council,  my  Lord,  is  a  hat 
contradiction  to  this  charge.  Information  having 

F  2  been 


been  made  to  the  Board  that  the  council-books 
had  been  frequently  taken  out  of  the  cuftody  of 
the  Clerk,  it  was  refolved  unanimoufly,  “  That 
for  the  future,  when  any  recourle  is  to  be  had  to 
the  council-books,  ’tis  to  be  done  either  at  the 
Board  or  in  the  prefence  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  at  his  office.” 

In  the  name  of  the  common-fenfe,  let  me  afk 
any  unprejudiced  perfon,  if  in  this  refolution  there 
is  any  prohibition  diredtly  or  indirectly  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  council,  to  lay  before  the  Governor 
or  Commander  in  chief  the  council-books  ?  On 
the  contrary,  is  it  not  implied  in  this  refolution 
that  they  ffiall  be  open  to  infpeCtion  for  the  future, 
when  any  recourle  is  to  be  had  to  them,  at  the 
Board,  and  at  the  Clerk’s  office  ? 

Mr.  Fitzmaurice  has  very  imprudently  alledged 
that  this  refolution  was  made  with  a  view  to  ren¬ 
der  the  council  totally  independent  of  him  •,  now 
the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  if  this  meafure  had 
not  been  taken,  he  would  have  made  himfelf  and 
Dr.  Staunton  in  every  refpeCl  independent  of  the 
council ;  by  taking  the  books  out  of  the  cuftody 
of  the  Clerk,  and  from  the  general  tenour  ot  his 
Secretary’s  conduct,  it  is  eafy  to  guefs  the  ufe  he 
would  have  made  of  them. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  Clerk  of  the  council  is 
appointed  by  the  crown, and  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  the  Commander  in  chief-,  a  ftronger 
argument  could  not  poffibly  be  offered  in  fupport 
of  the  refolution.  If  the  Clerk  of  the  council  is 
fo  immediately  under  the  influence  of  the  repre- 
fentative  of  the  crown,  might  it  not  lead  to  arbi¬ 
trary  and  defpotic  meafures  if  this  Officer  fhould 
have  it  in  his  power,  or  be  peremptorily  ordered 
to  deliver  up  the  council-books  to  the  Commander 
i  in 
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iw  Chief,  or  his  Secretary  for  their  private  pur- 
pofes  ? 

It  is  granted  that  they  contain  the  public  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  they 
are  only  prcoeedings  had  in  Council  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Board,  fo  that  every  member  of 
the  Council  might  plead  the  fame  reafon  for 
taking  the  books  out  of  the  cuftody  of  the  clerk 
for  his  private  perufal  ^  they  contain  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  the  frequent  infpe&ion  of  them  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  him,  for  the  refrefhment 
of  his  memory  by  reference  to  precedents,  and 
for  the  future  guidance  of  his  condufr.  But  I 
apprehend,  my  Lord,  that  for  thefe  very  pur- 
pofes,  public  offices  are  eftabliffied  in  all  civilized 
countries,  and  proper  officers  are  appointed 
to  take  the  cuftody  of  fuch  public  records ; 
whofe  firft  duty  it  is  “  never  to  iuffer  any  record 
or  document  of  office  to  be  taken  out  of  their  cuf¬ 
tody,”  and  in  many  cafes  not  to  permit  any  par¬ 
tial,  private  infpeftions  of,  or  extrafts  from  the 
faid  records,  whereby  one  individual  or  party 
might  prejudice  another. 

It  will  not  admit  of  a  doubt  that  the  minutes 
and  proceedings  of  councils  of  ftate  are  records  of 
the  greateft  confequence — they  are  memorials  to 
pofterity  of  the  tranfaftions  of  men  inverted  with 
a  public  truft  for  the  benefit  of  millions  of  their 
fellow-creatures  fubordinate  to  their  jurifdi&ion  •, 
in  this  point  of  view  they  are  at  leaft  as  facred 
as  wills  and  teftaments.  Now  I  do  not  apprehend 
that  a  Secretary  of  State,  or  any  other  fervant  or 
reprefentative  of  the  crown,  would  be  entrufted 
with  a  book  of  wills,  and  permitted  to  take  it  away 
from  any  of  the  offices  in  Doftors  Commons  *,  on 
the  contrary  I  am  pretty  certain,  that  if  he  went 
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there  to  infped  fuch  a  book,  he  would  be  ob' 
ligea  to  do  it  an  t  he  prefence  of  the  proper  officer. 

How  very  arbitrary  and  unjuft  then  muft  Mr. 
Jr ltzmaunce’s  pretenfions  appear!  what!  would 
he  have  the  power  to  fend  for  the  council- books 
trom  the  Board,  and  from  the  Clerk’s  office  as 
often  as  he  thought  proper,  and  to  keep  them  as 
long  as  hepleafed?  Indeed,  my  Lord,  if  there 
were  no  other  motive  more  powerful,  this  is  fuf- 
hcient  to  engage  you  inftantly  to  reftore  thofe 
counfellors,  who  had  the  public  fpirit  to  make  fo 

jult  a  refolution  againft  an  illegal  exertion  of 
authority. 

.  The.  publifhing  of  this  and  the  other  refolu- 
tionsof  the  meeting  on  the  25th  of  September, 
in  the  Grenada  Gazette,  laid  to  be  done  with  a 
view  to  throw  a  contempt  on  his  Majefty’s  repre¬ 
sentative,  and  to  fubvert  his  authority,  is  the 
laft  charge  brought  againft  this  formidable  Coun- 

ciJ,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  trulv  ridi¬ 
culous.  7 


When  the  Lieutenant  Governor  had  declared 
their  meeting  to  be  illegal,  and  that  they  were  no 
longer  a  Council,  which  way  could  the  printing 
Oi  their  proceedings  affed  his  government,  or 
tend  to  the  lubverfion  of  hisauthority,  from  which 
there  was  no  appeal  on  the  ifland  ?  And  certain¬ 
ly  they  had  a  right,  under  fuch  unfavourable 
circumftances,  to  take  fome  public  method  to 
prelerve  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  which 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  might  erafe  from  their 
books  with  the  fame  propriety  that  he  declared 
their  meeting  to  be  illegal,  and  their  ads  null  and 
void.  Befides,  my  Lord,  if  they  were  no  lono-er 
a  council,  thefe  minutes  degenerated  into  me¬ 
morandums  belonging  to  private  gentlemen, 
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who  might  difpofe  o±  them  as  they  thought  pro¬ 
per.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  moft  jefuitical  fyllogifm 
I  ever  met  with — to  lay  it  down  as  an  undeniable 
proportion,  that  the  meeting  on  the  25th  of 
September  was  illegal,  and  that  the  proceedings 
were  not  the  ads  of  a  legal  Council-Board,  and 
then  to  arraign  and  condemn  them  as  fuch  ;  yet 
this  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  has  done  with  an  ingenuity 
and  candour  peculiar  to  himielf. 

1  he  unexpeded  length  of  the  prefent  letter 
obliges  me  to  deviate  from  my  promife,  by  put¬ 
ting  off  the  examination  of  the  three  additional 
realons  to  another  opportunity. 

PLINY,  Junior, 

Feb.  14,  1770. 
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LETTER  IX. 


\ To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 


My  Lord, 

THE  courfe  of  letters  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  write  to  your  Lordlhip,  on  the  greateft 
innovation  that  has  been  made  in  the  Conftution 
of  Great-Britain  fince  the  glorious  revolution,  now 
draws  to  a  conclusion  j  and  I  have  the  unlpeakable 
pleafure  to  find,  that  however  deficient  they  may 
have  been  in  pointof  language,  addrefs  and  form, 
the  lubllance  of  them  has  merited  your  attention, 
and  has  not  been  unfavourably  received  by  the 
public.  If  any  change  of  meafures  in  lupport  of 
the  firft  principles  of  our  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Church  and  State,  if  any  redrefs  of  the 
grievances  juftly  complained  of  by  the  King’s 
natural-born  fubjedts  in  the  ifiand  of  Grenada  and 
the  Grenadines,  if  a  more  ftridt  adherence  in 
future,  to  the  terms  of  his  Majefty’s  royal  pro¬ 
clamation  of  the  7th  of  Odtober  1763,  “  which 
encouraged  feveral  of  our  Proteftant  countrymen 
to  fettle  on  thole  ceded  ifiands,  in  the  full  afiu- 
rance  of  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  immu¬ 
nities  of  the  laws  of  the  realm  of  England,”  fhould 
be  the  happy  confequence  of  thefe  writings  ;  and 
if  to  crown  my  wilhes  the  fufpended  Members  of 
the  Council  fhould  not  only  be  reftored  to  the 
feats,  from  which  they  were  unjuftly  removed, 
but  to  royal  favour  and  protedtion,  and  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  be  fent  out  with  full  power  to 
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correct  the  ^ices  that  have  crept  into  his  govern¬ 
ment  during  his  abfence,  I  ihall  think  I  have 
employed  my  time  and  your  Lordfhip’s  attention 
to  a  valuable  purpofe,  nor  will  your  Lordfhip  in 
that  cafe  ftand  in  need  of  any  extraordinary  fteps 
to  countenance  or  to  give  lanftion  to  the  late  im¬ 
proper  meafures  taken  by  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  and 
apoligized  for  by  him  in  a  manner  highly  injurious 
to  your  Lordfhip,  whofe  authority  he  falfely 
pleaded. 

I  he  three  additional  Reafons  which  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  ftates  as  co-operating  caufes  of 
the  lufpenfion  of  the  fix  Members,  are  too  curious 
to.  he  pafied  over  in  filence,  1  fhall  therefore 
briefly  confider  them. 

I.  “  For  having  taken  upon  them,  in  a  mod 
illegal  and  unprecedented  manner,  to  afiemble 
and  meet  as  the  Council  of  Grenada  and  the 

a  ^  on  the  29th  day  of  September,  after 

having  been  fufpended  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  from  being  members  thereof.” 

In  reply  to  this  I  have  only  to  obferve,  that 
all  the  public  proceedings  of  magiftracy  under 
every  denomination  whatever,  from  the  lowed:  to 
the  higheft  ought  to  be  accurate,  correct  and 
confident ;  but  unfortunately  for  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
maurice  none  of  his  proceedings  can  lay  claim 
to  any  of  thefe  requifite  qualities  in  the  docu¬ 
ments  of  office :  For  in  the  foregoing  reafons 
he  declares,  amongft  other  things,  that  he  fuf¬ 
pended  them  for  an  illegal  meeting  on  the  25th 
of  September,  and  now  he  tells  us  it  was  for  an 
illegal  meeting  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 
But,  my  Lord,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  did  not  meet  on  that  day  as  a  Council  for 
the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs,  but  as  men  who 
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had  received  intelligence  that  a  design  was  me¬ 
diating  to  remove  them  from  his  Majefty’s 
Council,  to  confider  of  the  meafures  neceffary  to 
be  taken  for  the  vindication  of  their  characters 
and  the  maintenance  of  their  honour.  On  this 
point  alone,  they  were  very  properly  fummoned 
by  their  Prefident,  who  acquainted  them  that  he 
ad  fee n  a  letter  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  directing  him  to  fio-- 
nify  to  the  fix  Members  that  he  had  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  fufpend  them.  I  he  Gentlemen  not  think¬ 
ing  this  letter  a  fuflicient,  legal  fufpenfion,  thought 

P1  °pei  on  this  occafion  to  pafs  the  following  re- 
iblutions  : 

Refolved,  «  That  by  the  7th  article  of  his 
Majeity  s  inftrudtions,  the  Governor  is  exprefly 
directed  not  to  fufpend  any  member  of  the 
Council  (much  lels  fix  at  a  time)  without  good 
and  fufficient  caufe,  nor  without  the  confent  of 
the  majority  of  the  faid  Council,  fignified  in 
Council  after  due  examination  of  the  charge 
againft  fuch  Counfellor,  to  be  entered  in  the 
Council-books,  except  for  fuch  reafons  as  are 
not  fit  to  be  communicated  to  the  Council,  the 
iufpicion  of  which  his  letter  totally  removes.” 

Refolved  ;  “  That  this  attempt  to  fufpend  the 
above  Members,  without  having  taken  the  pre¬ 
vious  fteps  dire  died  by  the  faid  inftrudlion,  is 
a  mofl  wanton  and  extraordinary  exertion  of 
power,  not  warranted  by  the  letter  or  fpirit  of  his 
Majefty’s  commiftion  and  inflrudtions.” 

Refolved,  “  That  as  this  fufpenfion  is  there¬ 
fore  in  itfelf  null  and  void,  the  faid  fix  Mem¬ 
bers  are,  and  do  continue  Members  of  his  Ma~ 
jelly  s  Council  ior  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines ; 
anu  that  they  00  continue  to  fit  in  Council  and 
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exercife  the  powers  delegated  to  them  by  the 
King’s  commiflion  and  inftruftions,  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch  attempt  to  fufpend  them,  and  therefore 
any  appointment  of  other  perfons  as  Members, 
would  be  illegal,  as  well  as  the  proceedings  of 
fuch  pretended  Council.” 

To  thefe  refolutions  Mr.  Maxwell  defired 
might  be  added,  “  That  as  he  cannot  for  the 
reafons  above-mentioned  but  confider  this  at¬ 
tempt  to  fufpend  the  faid  fix  Members  as  illegal, 
he  will  therefore  not  aft  with  any  other  perfons, 
as  Members  of  his  Majefty’s  Council,  until  his 
Majefty’s  pleafure  be  known,  but  fuch  as  have 
been  appointed  by  his  Majeity,  lome  of  whom 
have  been,  as  he  thinks,  thus  attempted  to  be 
removed  in  an  unwarrantable  manner.” 

On  thefe  refolutions,  my  Lord,  Mr.  Fitzmau- 
rice  grounds  his  two  final,  additional  reafons. 

II.  “  For  having,  in  the  faid  pretended  Council, 
denied  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  to  the  total  fubverfion  of  Government.” 

When  the  power  and  authority  of  a  delegate 
appear  to  be  fubverfive  of  the  commands  and 
politive  mftitutions  of  the  fuperior,  from  whom 
the  fubftitute  derives  all  his  authority,  and  that 
this  is  fo  adjudged  unanimoufly  by  a  Council 
whofe  powers  lpring  from  the  fame  fource  i  the 
oppofing  the  illegal  exertions  of  authority  in  the 
delegate  tends  to  the  firm  fupport,  and  not  to 
the  fubverfion  of  Government.  One  thing  how¬ 
ever  is  very  lingular  in  the  Lieutenant  Governor’s 
conduft  ;  he  did  not  fufpend  Mr.  Maxwell,  who 
ftrengthened  the  refolutions  of  the  Council  by 
an  addition  of  his  own,  and  confequently  went 
further  in  the  fcheme  to  fubvert  his  government 
than  the  reft,  which  plainly  fhews  that  he  did 
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not  fufpend  thefe  members  for  the  meetings  or 
proceedings  on  the  25th  and  29th  of  September, 
but  for  turning  out  Staunton,  and  leaving  him  on 
the  24th  of  Augulf,  when  he  wanted  to  fwear  in 
the  two  French  Roman  Catholic  Members.  Here 
lay  the  grudge  which  was  never  to  be  forgiven. 
1  he  third  reafon  arraigns  the  laft  relolution  of 
the  Council  juft  cited  *,  and  the  Council’s  de- 
ience,  my  Lord,  arifes  out  of  the  after-conduct 
of  Mr.  Fitzmaurice— he  adtually  acceded  to  thefe 
very  refolutions,  for  he  did  not  think  his  letter 
a  fufficient  legal fufpenfion,  nor  himlelf  authorifed 
to  appoint  any  other  Member  in  confequence  of 
it,  and  therefore  on  the  6th  of  Odtober  following, 
he  ilfued  a  proper  aft  of  fufpenfion  under  the 
feal  of  government,  for  divers  reafons  not  fit  to 
be  communicated  to  the  Council :  To  this  the 
fix  Members  quietly  fubmitted,  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  eledted  new  Mem¬ 
bers  in  their  place,  which  tranfaclion  of  itfelf 
eftablifhes  the  credit  of  the  refolutions,  and  de- 
ftroys  all  his  reafonings  upon  them. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  completed  a  duty  I 
owed  to  my  injured  countrymen  as  a  public 
Writer,  and  I  wifh  your  Lordlhip  may  fol¬ 
low  the  example  as  a  Minifter  of  State.  Be 
it  permitted  me  to  add,  that  I  am,  with  perfedt 
refpeef,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip’s  moft  humble  Servant, 

PLINY,  Junior. 

Feb,  2Jf  1770. 


LET- 


C  45  ] 


To  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham. 


My,  Lord, 

THE  warmed  thanks  are  due  to  you  from 
a  grateful  people,  for  the  integrity  and 
rectitude  of  your  conduct  in  general,  during 
the  fhort  time  that  the  adminiftration  of  public 
affairs  was  placed  in  your  hands.  We  all  re¬ 
member  the  encouragement  you  gave  to  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great  Britain,  by  re¬ 
pealing  an  impolitic  and  oppreffive  a 61,  which 
had  deprived  us  of  all  the  benefits  we  derive 
from  our  commerce  with  our  American  colonies, 
and  had  thrown  them  into  a  date  of  anarchy 
and  confufion.  We  are  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the 
obligations  we  are  under  to  you  for  preventing 
the  extenfion  of  the  Excife  Laws,  for  feveral  other 
regulations  in  our  internal  policy,  and  for  (hewing 
fuch  a  becoming  fpirit  in  the  management  of  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  that  during  this  fhort  period  the 
Britifh  crown  preferved  its  weight  and  influence 
with  foreign  powers.  We  fee,  my  Lord,  and 
lament-the  melancholy  change  of  affairs  that  has 
taken  place  lince  your  refignation.  Under  a  dif¬ 
ferent  mode  the  impofitions  on  the  Americans 
have  been  revived,  and  fome  circumftances  of 
feverity  have  likewife  been  introduced  *,  a  military 
force  has  been  lent  to  the  capital  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  to  throw  a  commercial  city  into  every  ap- 
prehenfion  of  being  fubjebted  to  martial  law,  in 
order  to  fupport  and  uphold  the  levying  thefe 
burthenfome  taxes,  and  to  defend  the  Cofle6lors 

of 
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of  them  in  the  arbitrary  exercife  of  ads  of  unpre¬ 
cedented  rigour  againft  the  Merchants. 

The  ftate  of  the  nation  at  home  is  become  truly 
dcploiable,  the  freedom  of  Eledion  has  been 
violated,  every  avenue  to  redrefs  is  fhut  up,  no 
regard  is  paid  to  the  Petitions  of  Thoufands  of  the 
Subjeds  without  doors,  or  to  the  fpirited  Protefts 
and  Remonftrances  made  in  Parliament  againft 
the  meafures  of  Adminiftration.  We  are  lauo-h- 
ed  to  fcorn  by  foreign  nations,  who  pay  no  regard 
to  the  memorials  of  our  Minifbrs,  well  knowing 
that  in  our  prefent  diftraded  and  exhaufted  fitua- 
tion  we  dare  not  contend  for  any  point  of  impor¬ 
tance  that  may  hazard  a  rupture. 

Under  thefe  unhappy  circumftances,  my  Lord, 
the  people,  with  pleafure,  obferve  your  zeal  for 
their  intereft ;  they  congratulate  themfelves  on 
every  meafure  you  take  to  recover  them  from  their 
fallen  ftate,  and  they  firmly  hope  that  the  day 
will  foon  arrive  when  even  numbers,  the  only 
ftandard  of  power  at  this  time,  fhall  be  with  you 
and  your  noble  afiociates.  In  the  interim,  my 
Lord,  you  have  their  warmeft  wifhes ;  but  they 
are  forry  to  inform  you,  that  your  enemies  in  the 
prefent  Adminiftration  bring  a  charge  againft  you, 
which  greatly  afflicts  all  the  friends  of  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  all  the  ftrenuous  aflerters  and  fup- 
porters  of  revolution  principles,  who  look  up  to 
y.ou  as  their  patron,  and  promife  themfelves  that 
you  will  be  their  fecond  deliverer  from  the  defpo- 
tic  government  of  a  Tory  Adminiftration.  You 
cannot  be  ignorant,  my  Lord,  of  the  prefent  ftate 
of  affairs  in  the  ceded  Klands ;  if  I  could  fuppofe 
fuch  a  thing,  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  letters  I  have  addreffed  to  the 
Earl  of  Hillfborough.  E  ou  certainly  have 
3  been 
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been  informed  that  the  Proteftant  intereft  has  been 
ihamefully  given  up,  and  that  the  intrigues  of 
the  new-adopted  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  have 
prevailed  fo  far,  that  fix  worthy  Proteftant  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  of  Grenada,  the  King’snatural- 
born  fubjeds,  have  been  violently  fufpended  from 
their  offices,  fornot  acceding  to  an  unconftitutional 
meaffire  taken  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  one  of  the  many  fatal  con- 
fequences  that  has  enfued  from  the  illegal  concef- 
fions  made  to  the  new-adopted  fubjeds,  by  ad¬ 
mitting  them  to  a  ffiare  in  legiOation  and  maffiftra- 
cy,  in  oppofition  to  the  letter,  as  well  as  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  laws  of  the  realm  of  England,  and  in  dired 
violation  of  the  ad  of  fettlement.  To  the  orreat 
concernof  your  beft friends,  who  arethe  Empowers 
of  the  rights  and  immunities  of  a  Proteftant  kino-- 

dom,  theAdvocatesfortheFrenchRomanCathohc 

iubjeds,  and  the  creatures  of  the  prefent  Admi- 
niftration,  having  no  other  ground  of  accufation 
again  ft  your  public  condud,  are  attempting  to 
make  a  breach  between  you  and  the  old  Whffis 
or  Revolutionifts,  by  declaring  that  all  the  impro- 
per  conceffions  granted  to  the  French  fubjeds  in 
the  ceded  lftands  owe  their  origin  to  primary  indul¬ 
gences  granted  under  your  Adminiftration.  Your 
friends  indeed,  my  Lord,  were  amazed  that  you 
Ihould  not  forefee  the  confequences  of  fufferino-  a 
Bilhop  to  be  confecrated  in  Flanders,  and  to  to 
Quebec  in  that  charader,  there  to  exerciie  all  the 
epifcopal  fundions  of  the  Romiffi  church,  and  to 
protect  and  fupport  Popiffi  feminaries  in  a  colony 
appertaining  to  the  dominions  of  a  Proteftant 
Prince  of  the  Illuftrious  Houle  of  Hanover.  You 
certainly  had  forgot  that  a  latitude  of  toleration 
eemingly  as  an  innocent,  and  as  remote  in  its  con- 
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lequences,  began  the  troubles  in  the  reign  of  that 
biggot  James  the  fecond  ;  and  that  every  inftance 
upon  record  in  the  hiftory  of  England,  of  uncon- 
fhitutional  conceffions  in  favour  of  the  Romifh 
perfuafion,  prefents  us  with  a  fatal  proof  of  its 
evil  tendency.  The  events  of  the  prefen t  corref- 
pond  with  thofe  of  paft  times.  YourLordffiip 
granted  the  Canadians  a  Popiffi  Biffiop,  and  the 
full  exercife  of  the  Romilh  fuperftition  in  all 
points. — Thus  countenanced  and  encouraged,  in¬ 
timation  of  this  extreme  indulgence  was  fent  to 
their  brethren  in  the  ceded  Illands  of  Grenada  and 
the  Grenadines,  who  had  newly  been  favoured 
with  a  complete  legiflation,  under  the  fandtion  of  ' 
which  they  attempted  to  extend  their  privileges, 
but  were  at  that  time  unfuccefsful.  If  your  Lord- 
fhip  had  remained  a  little  longer  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  you  would  have  been  made  fenfible  of  the 
encroachments  incident  to  the  indulgencies  you 
had  inconfiderately  granted.  Since  your  retreat, 
memorials  and  petitions  from  the  King’s  natural- 
born  fubjedts  againft  the  violation  of  their  rights, 
feconded  by  reprefentations  from  the  Governor, 
have  arrived,  ffating  the  infolent  behaviour  of  the 
French  Roman  Catholic  fubjedts,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  have  been  admitted  to  fhare  in  the  legislative 
and  executive  offices  of  the  government  there  ; 
and  being  countenanced  in  all  their  pretenfions 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  they  have  now 
thrown  off  the  mafk,  and  triumph  over  the  natu¬ 
ral-born  fubjedts,  the  principal  of  whom  they  have 
found  means  to  remove  from  the  council,  and 
both  they,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  plead 
the  authority  of  Adminiftration  at  home  for  their 
unprecedented  proceedings.  Now,  therefore, 
my  Lord,  it  is  your  time  to  ffep  forth  and  vindicate 

your 
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your  own  character, fince  your  condud  is  made  the 
precedent  for  bad  meafures.  It  is  hoped  by  the 
PtOteftants  of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  that  you  will  fupport  their  caufe,  for  they 
imagine  that  if  flrong  reprelentations  had  come 
home  in  your  time  from  the  Governor,  or  the  le¬ 
gislative  body  of  the  people,  or  the  King’s  council, 
againft  any  conceflions  granted  to  the  new  fubjeds, 
you  would  have  revoked  them  :  And  it  is  expeded 
that  your  Lordfnip,  and  the  other  patriotic  Peers 
andCommoners,  will  take  up  this  point,  and  that 
you  will  immediately  caufe  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
in  Parliament  concerning  the  late  powers  veiled 
in  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
Protedant  caufe  in  Grenada. 


PLINY,  Junior. 

Mircb  I,  1770, 
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7" ?  the  A rchbishops  and  Bishops. 


My  Lords, 

AX  a  time  when  the  whole  fabric  of  our  ad¬ 
mired  conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  is 
tottering  from  its  very  foundations,  and  even  the 
moft  diipaffionate  amongft  us,  are  not  without 
their  private  fears,  that  this  mighty  work  of  ages 
verges  on  its  diffolution,  it  adds  to  our  appre- 
henfions,  and  augments  our  alarms,  to  find,  that 
the  pillars  of  the  ecclefiaftical  part  of  this  goodly 
edifice  are  giving  way,  as  if  unable  to  fupport 
their  fliare  of  the  weight  of  the  imperial  dome. 

I  o  fpeak  plainly  to  your  Lordfhips,  we  can¬ 
not  Sufficiently  exprefs  our  aftonifhment,  that 
you  fhould  remain  totally  inactive  at  this  critical 
juncture,  and  that,  if  it  were  not  for  your  votes 
conftantly  given,  without  hefitation,  in  favour 
of  the  meafures  of  adminiftration,  we  fhould 
know  nothing  of  your  political  exiitence  in  the 
flate.  I  wo  of  your  venerable  body  have,  indeed, 
lately  immortalized  their  names,  by  oppoling  the 
minifterial  torrent  of  venality  and  corruption, 
which,  if  not  timely  ftemm’d,  muft  carry  off  in 
its  rapid  courfe,  every  thing  that  is  facred,  every 
thing  that  is  truly  valuable  to  Englifhmen — the 
religion,  laws,  manners  and  cuftoms  of  their  na¬ 
tive  country. 

Either  you  muft  be  of  opinion  that  none  of 
thefe  are  endangered  by  the  fteps  that  have 
been  taken,  for  fome  time  paft,  in  the  admini¬ 
ftration  of  public  affairs,  or  you  muft  know, 

that 
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that  the  people  have  been  grotty  injured  *,  that 
they  have  a  juft  right  to  complain,  and  that 
their  grievances  ought  to  be  redreffed.  State  the 
cafe  as  you  will,  my  Lords,  yet  ftill  you  will 
find,  that  your  filence  is  reprehenfible. 

Were  the  facred  office  of  the  priefthood  gene¬ 
rally  held  in  contempt,  or  the  dignities  of  the 
church,  you  are  inverted  with,  univerfally  de¬ 
rided — or,  were  your  lives  and  conventions 
ill-fuited  to  the  holy  functions  you  exercife,  there 
would  be  fome  excule  for  your  not  Handing 
forth,  in  this  day  of  trial,  as  Mediators  between 
the  King  and  his  fubjefts,  conligned  to  your  pa- 
ftoral  care  ;  for  under  fuch  circumftances,  nei¬ 
ther  your  precepts,  nor  your  example,  could  have 
any  weight. 

But  that  men,  eminent  for  their  piety  and  learn¬ 
ing,  diftinguiffied  for  the  chaftity  and  fobriety 
of  their  manners,  and  held  refpedtable  by  their 
ftations,  fhould  be  apparently  unconcerned  at 
the  prefent  diftradted  ftate  of  the  nation,  or  remain 
idle  fpedtators  of  repeated  invafions  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  and  civil  rights  of  their  fellow-lubjefts, 
is  a  melancholy  proof  of  that  prevailing  coolncfs, 
or  rather  indifference,  reipedting  the  welfare  of 
our  country,  which  but  too  ftrongly  characterizes, 
the  majority  of  the  prefent  race  of  Britons, 
and  has  equallv  pervaded  both  clergy  and  laity. 

If  your  Lordfhips  are  perfuaded,  that  the 
people  are  in  the  wrong,  that  their  fears  are 
groundless,  and  their  complaints  frivolous  •, 
if  you  realty  believe  that  the  conftitution  is  fafe 
m  the  hands  of  our  prefent  rulers,  why  do  you 
not  exhort  the  commonalty  of  the  realm,  by 
paftoral  letters,  to  reftore  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  ftate,  and  no  longer  to  diftrefs  their  Sove- 
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reign,  by  prefenting  to  him  difrefipe&ful  Re- 
fnonftrances  ?  It  is  your  duty,  my  Lords,  ifthefe 
are  your  fentiments,  to  avow  them  at  this  time  in 
print,  to  circulate  them  to  all  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  enjoin  the  parochial  priefts  to  en¬ 
force  them  by  their  authority,  their  influence,  and 
their  example. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  are  thoroughly 
fen  Able  that  you  cannot  draw  up  any  fuch  pafto- 
ral  charge,  confident  with  the  dictates  of  your 
confidences,  reconcileable  to  your  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  our  excellent  conditution,  or 
confonant  to  reafon  and  equity,  then,  my  Lords, 
it  is  equally  incumbent  on  you,  as  fervants  of  the 
living  God,  to  dand  in  the  gap,  as  did  the  chief 
prieds  of  old,  between  the  king  and  his  people — . 

To  cry  aloud,  and  fpare  not — to  reprove, 
even  Kings,  for  his  fake  — and  to  ufe  your  bed 
endeavours  to  fave  thofe,  who  (by  his  divine  per- 
miffion)  were  bom  free,  from  the  word  of  fpecies 
of  captivity,  the  galling  yoke  of  miniderial 
tyranny. 

The  exalted  dations  you  enjoy,  as  they  give 
you  pre-eminence  at  the  altar,  and  command  ref- 
ped  and  veneration  in  the  houfe  of  God,  cannot 
fail  of  the  fame  effedt  in  the  palace,  when  you 
dand  before  the  throne  of  your  Prince,  the  vice¬ 
gerent  of  the  almighty.  Your  accefis  to  the 
Sovereign  cannot  be  impeded  with  any  degree  of 
propriety,  by  the  fird  temporal  Lord  in  the 
kingdom,  or  by  the  greated  officer  of  date.  At 
ail  convenient  feafons,  you  are  entitled  to  the 
King’s  private  ear,  and  you  are  inexcnfable  if  you 
lufl'er  the  power  and  authority,  the  date  has 
conferred  upon  vqu,  to  dwindle  away,  or  lofe 
its  influence.  Either  thefe  powers  were  veiled  in 
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you  for  the  mod  valuable  purpofes,  or  the  da- 
tions  you  hold  in  this  reformed,  free  country, 
are  vain  and  ufelefs  •,  the  dregs  of  Popery.  Pet 
me  intreat  you  then,  my  Lords,  to  exert  your- 
lelves  ;  to  let  an  holy  zeal  for  the  welfare  of 
Prince  and  People,  animate  your  firm  refolves, 
and  when  taken,  boldly  approach  the  throne*, 
and  if  you  are  convinced,  as  I  trull  you  are, 
that  our  humane,  benevolent,  pious  King,  has 
been  milled  by  evil  Counfellors,  do  you  demand, 
in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Kings,  “  what  cannot 
be  obtained  by  the  prayers  or  remonftrances  of  his 
people,”  the  removal  and  punifhment  of  thefe 
wicked  minifters. 

That  you  may  not  be  in  the  lead  doubt,  my 
Lords,  on  the  part  you  have  to  ad,  I  fhall  take 
the  liberty  to  point  out  to  you  fuch  points  of 
mal-adminidration  as  peculiarly  fall  within  your 
province,  leaving  you  to  your  own  refledions  on 
the  common  topics  of  complaint,  which  regard 
our  civil  rights. 

It  is  your  office  then,  my  Lords,  to  take 
care  that  the  blood  of  the  innocent  red  not  on  our 
guilty  heads,  or  be  demanded  of  our  poderitv. 
You  know  where  it  is  written — “  The  Lord  will 
make  inquifition  for  blood” — And  fhall  the  loyal, 
honed  fubjed  perifh  by  the  hands  of  mercenary 
afiaffins  to  anfwer  a  vile  miniderial  purpofe  ?  Shall 
the  affiided  parent  demand  “  blood  for  blood” 
— and  be  refilled  national  judice  ?  Shall  the  civil 
officer  be  murdered,  while  lie  is  guarding  our  pro¬ 
perty,  by  the  fons  of  riot  ? — Can  offences,  of 
this  crimfon  dye,  remain  unexpiated  in  the  land, 
“  and  the  throne  of  the  King  be  edabliffied  in 
righteoufnefs?”  You  profefs  to  believe  the  con¬ 
trary  ;  and  you  know  that  there  have  been  holy 
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Bifliops  your  predeceffors,  who  would  have  luf- 
fered  Martyrdom  iooner  thanfuch  mifrule  fhould 
have  happened  in  their  days,  and  the  Prince  gone 
unreproved,  or  remained  unconvidted,  if  in  their 
power,  of  his  error. 

■\r  t 

i\ow,  my  Lords,  permit  me  to  roufe  all  your 
feais  for  your  own  fafety,  or  at  leaft  for  that  of 
the  chui  ch  over  which  you  prefide,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  is  dearer  to  you  than  your  own  perional 
intei  eft.  I  maintain  that  the  rites  of  this  church 
have  been  invaded,  and  our  conftitution  wounded 
through  its  fides.^  I  aver,  my  Lords,  that  the 
:ili  of  fettlement  is  violated  *,  that  the  principles 
of  the  glorious  revolution  are  trampled  under 
*00Q  that  the  ftrong  band  of  fecurity  for  con¬ 
tinuing  the  Proteftant  fucceftion,  and  preferving 
our  confhtution  inviolate  in  church  and  ftate  to 
lateil  pofterity  •,  that  the  gordian-knot,  tied  by  our 
virtuous  anceftors,  becaufe  it  had  laded  for  near 
i  century,  and  could  not  be  loofened  by  all  the 
arts  of  Rome,  France  and  Spain,  with  the  Pre¬ 
tender  in  their  train,  has  been  fevered,  cut  in  two 
by  the  miniftry  of  England, with  their  eyes  open, 
french  Roman  Catholics,  my  Lords,  have  been, 
by  an  aft  of  the  Britifh  government,  admitted  to 
privileges  denied  to  our  natives  of  the  fame  reli¬ 
gious  perluafion ;  privileges  from  which  they 
are  by  law  for  ever  excluded.  They  have  been 
allowed  a  fhare  in  the  legiftative  and  executive 
cilices  or  a  part  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  the 
ill  and  of  G  re  n  ad  a  j  and  they  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  triumph  over  their  worthy  Governor 
General  Melvill,  who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this 
unconditional  meafure.  A  Popifh  Eifnop  has 
long  fmee  been  eftablifned  at  Quebec,  of  which 
■**  c  were  informed  from  the  pulpit  in  a  fernion 
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preached  at  Bow  church,  before  the  fociety  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  Fe¬ 
bruary  20,  1767,  by  Dr.  John  Ewer,  then  Bifnop 
of  Landaff,  now  of  Bangor  ;  but  it  is  fufpefted 
his  Lordfhip  was  reprimanded  for  his  officioufnefs, 
as  he  has  been  filent  on  the  fubject  ever  lince. 
Of  the  blelfed  effefts,  however,  of  this  illegal 
eftablilhment,  I  am  lately  advifed  in  a  letter 
from  a  friend  at  Bolton  in  New- England,  dated 
January  25,  1770.  What  he  writes  on  this  iuo- 
jeft,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordlhips  for 
your  information. 

— “  We  are  now  recently  informed  here,  that 
the  Popifh  intereit  in  Canada  has  gained  ground 
amazingly,  lince  the  introduction  of  a  bilhop, 
which  was’  a  favour  the  Canadians  did  not  at  ail 
expett.  Since  his  arrival,  the  Papifts  are  infolcnr, 
and  refufe  their  churches  to  the  Proteftants  who 
had  freely  ufcd  them  before.  Inltead  of  our 
gaining  profelytes  from  them,  great  numbers, 
chfbanded  foldiers  and  others,  are  gone  over  to 
them,  and  difcouragemcnts  are  thrown  in  the 
way  of  thole  who  would  renounce  Popery.  There 
is  certainly  of  late  years  a  fecrct  influence  in  the 
Britifh  court  in  favour  of  the  Romifh  church. 
I  with  in  the  end  it  may  not  have  fome  terrible 
effect  which  is  not  at  prefent  thought  of.” 

But,  my  Lords,  how  mult  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  be  furprized  when  I  allure  them,  that  the 
fullering  this  Popifh  Bilhop  to  go  to  Quebec  was 
kept  a  profound  fecret  from  the  late  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  though,  by  his  office,  he  was  of  the 
cabinet  council  •,  at  leaft  his  Grace  publicly  de¬ 
clared  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it  till  he  heard 
that  Bryant  was  at  Dover  ready  to  embark  for 
Flanders,  there  to  be  confecrated  by  the  Bilhop 
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of  Tournay— the  Brkifh  Romilh  Bifhop  of  Que¬ 
bec.  If  adminiftration  can  make  fuch  cyphers 
ot  you,  my  Lords,  the  church  of  England  has  no 
lecunty  left  for  her  political  fuperiority  in  this 
kingdom,  and  you  will  loon  find  that  the  pregnant 
pi  maple  of  political  necelfity,  which  is  made  to 
juftify  every  innovation,  will  operate  at  home, 
as  well  as  in  the  colonies ;  and  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  (the  profeffors  of  which  now 
meet  with  the  greatefl  encouragement;  their 
books,  all  the  idolatrous  pictures,  and  all  the  fu- 
perflitious  baubles  of  their  convents  being  pub¬ 
licly  expofed  to  lale  in  our  fhops)  will  be  no  bar 
to  offices  of  trull  and  emolument  in  church  and 
fiate.  .  The  fecret  influence  artfully  works  firll 
at  a  diftance,  but  its  defigns  are  evident,  and 
have  been  clolely  watched  by  the  true  friends  of 
the  conflitution  ;  nor  ffiall  the  Thane  go  untold 
of  his  pernicious  fc hemes  for  the  advancement  of 
the  Romifh  intereft  in  other  parts  of  the  Britifti 
empire.  A  Ropifli  prieft  at  Halifax,  by  this 
iecret  influence,  has  a  penfion  out  of  our  trea¬ 
sury  ;  and  finally,  in  the  month  of  December  laft, 
a  petition  was  engrafted,  and,  I  believe,  prefented 
to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  the  Earl  of  Hilllbo- 
rough,  for  leave  to  have  a  Popifh  Bifhop  efta- 
blilhed  at  Grenada  ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  the  leries 
of  letters,  addreffed  by  me,  to  Lord  Hillfbo- 
rough,  prevented  its  fuccefs. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  I  will  reft  this  great 
caufe,  the  prelervation  of  our  religious  eftablifh- 
ment,  with  you,  befeeching  my  Lord  of  Glou- 
cefter  in  particular,  to  weigh  it  well, and  to  refledf, 
if  it  is  not  a  fubjeft  on  which  he  ought  to  exert 
himfelf  as  earneftly  at  leaft,  as  he  did  on  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  an  idle,  obfeene  poem.  The  caufe  of 
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God,  and  of  the  reformed  religion  of  this  country, 
is  here  certainly  at  ftake  ;  and  I  will  only  add, 
that  I  am  fo  firmly  convinced  that  the  granting 
legiflative  power  to  Roman  Catholics  ;  that  the 
permitting  the  full  exercife  of  the  Romifh  re¬ 
ligion  in  all  points,  and  the  paying  Popifh  priefts 
falaries  out  of  the  public  money  of  the  nation,  are 
all  matters  of  impeachment  •,  that  I  want  only 
your  Lordfhips  power  to  urge  me  to  this  ne- 
ceffary  duty.  For  thefe  extraordinary  meafurcs, 
the  Minifter,  in  whofe  department  they  have  been 
taken,  intends  to  get  himlelf  indemnified  by  par¬ 
liament,  But  I  truft  your  Lordfhips  will  fhew 
yourlelves  to  be  Englifh  bifhops,  and  not  grant 
.your  fanction  to  fuch  violations  of  the  aft  of  fet- 
tlement ;  the  only  fecurity  your  Lordfhips  have 
to  truft  to  for  the  peaceable  poffeflion  of  your 
high  dignities,  or  at  leaft  for  tranfmitting  them, 
as  you  received  them,  unimpaired  to  your  fuc- 
ceffors. 


April  5,  1770. 


PLINY,  Junior. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

To  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 


My  Lord, 

TWO  months  have  elapfed  fince  I  took  my 
leave  of  your  Lordfhip,  little  imagining 
that  you  would  oblige  me  to  take  up  the  pen 
again,  by  affording  me  frefh  matter  of  complaint 
again  ft  you,  refpedting  the  affairs  of  Grenada, 
Mine,  and  your  friends,  my  Lord,  perfuaded  me, 
that  it  was  with  reafon  I  indulged  the  pleafing 
reflection  of  having  convinced  you  of  your  error  : 
they  affured  me,  that  you  had  refcinded  every 
impolitic  order  fent  out  from  your  office  to  that 
colony,  which  had  already  been,  or  might  here¬ 
after  be  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  his  Majefty’s 
natural-born  fubjefts,  or,  in  any  refpeft,  impede 
the  fuccefsful  eftablifhment  of  this  new  acqui¬ 
sition  to  tne  crown  of  Great-Bntain.  They  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  you  highly  difapproved 
of  the  precipitate  meafures  taken  by  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor  Fitzmaurice  :  that  you  had  even 
gone  fo  far  as  to  tranfmit  him  a  letter,  feverely 
reprimanding  him  for  his  conduct;  a  copy  of 
which  letter  you  had  ihewn  to  the  gentlemen 
who  originally  waited  on  you,  to  remonftrate 
again  ft  his  adminiftration  ;  in  fine,  that  you  were 
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on  the  point  of  reftoring  the  fix  fufpended  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  of  Grenada,  and  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  furnifh  General  Melvill,  then  ready  to 
embark  for  his  government,  with  ample  and 
decifive  inftructions  to  redrefs  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  King’s  natural-born 
fubjedts. 

But,  my  Lord,  a  few  difcerning  men  of  fu- 
perior  genius,  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  thoroughly  verfed  in  the  knowledge 
of  mankind,  fcrupled  not  to  maintain,  that  we 
cherifhed  delufive  hopes:  that  there  was  a  ira- 
nifeft  over-ruling  influence  in  the  cabinet  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  old  leaven  of  Popery,  which  formerly 
let  this  land  in  a  ferment :  they  imagined  they 
law  the  fame  fallacious  appearances  held  out  to 
public  view,  as  were  exhibited  by  minifters  in 
former  times,  while  they  were  fecretly  under¬ 
mining  the  Proteftant  caufe  ;  and  they  gave  us 
broad  hints,  that,  in  the  end,  we  fliouid  find  our- 
felvcs  miferably  deceived.  Their  fears  how¬ 
ever,  were  treated  either  as  the  effedt  of  ill- 
grounded  fufpicion,  or  of  a  too  partial  retrofpedt 
on  the  tenour  of  your  Lordfhip’s  conduct  with 
refpedt  to  North-America.  Yet  the  event  has 
proved,  “  that  thefe  were  no  falfe  prophets  f  * 
for  the  unconftitutional  meafure  fo  long  com¬ 
plained  of  by  the  King’s  natural-born  fubjedts, 
and  by  the  principal  proprietors  of  lands  in  the 
ifland  of  Grenada,  has  been  tenacioufly  perfilted 
in  by  your  Lordflrip,  and  is  now  completed, 
and  avowed  to  be  the  will  and  pleafure  of  his 
Majefty — of  George  the  third,  our  molt  religious 
and  gracious  King,  whole  ancestors  were  called 
to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  as  the  only  lure 

I  2  means 


-  ' Ww'W-  1 


31 


[  6o  ] 

means  of  excluding  forever  all  manner  of  per- 
ions,  profeffing  the  Romijh  Faith ,  from  holding 
office  of  trull,  01  participating,  in  any  degree, 
in  the  adminiftration  of  government  in  any  part  of 
the  britifti  empire  j  notwithft anding  which,  indul¬ 
gences  have  been  granted,  conceffions  have  been 
made  to  Roman  catholics  in  this  prince’s  reign, 
by  his  minifters,  without  the  conlent  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  whicn  ai e  abloiutely  iubverfive  of  the 
defign  of  the  revolution,  and  of  the  Hanover 
fucceffion. 

I  will  not  repeat  them,  they  have  been  largely 
expatiated  on  in  my  former  letters ;  and  they 
are  become  a  painful  burthen  on  the  minds  of  all 
true  friends  to  the  Proteftant  intereft  ;  neither 
will  i  wafte  any  more  time  in  fruitlefs  complaints  ; 
but  1  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  lay  before  the 
whole  nation,  without  referve,  the  prefent  flate 

of  the  affairs  cf  Grenada  at  home,  and  on  the 
Hand. 

When  the  report  reached  Grenada  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Melvill  was  determined  to  return  to  his 
government,  the  French  Roman  Catholic  fubjedts 
were  in  the  utmoft  confternation  ;  and  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor  (by  whole  countenance  we  fhall 
foon  learn)  laboured  mcelfantly  to  complete  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  legillation  of  the  Hand  in 
their  favour :  in  confequence  of  which,  he,  and 
and  his  new  Counci],  added  a  judge  to  the  Court 
cr  Common-pleas,  a  French  fubjehi  \  and  though 
they  might  have  done  this  on  a  vacancy,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Bourryau,  and  thereby 
have  kept  the  number  on  the  bench,  orefenbed 
by  the  original  abt  of  the  legHature  of  the  Hand 
fiill  in  force,  yet  they  chofe  to  make  an  addi¬ 
tional 
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tional  judge,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  their  party 
on  the  bench ;  they  therefore,  appointed  Mr. 
Proudfoot  (a  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  french 
fubjects)  to  that  vacancy,  and  then  added  their 
new  judge,  Mr.  Roume  de  St.  Laurent,  in  favour 
of  whom  they  difpenfed  with  the  Tejl  adt :  thus, 
with  two  French  fubjedts  in  the  Council,  three  in 
the  General  Affembly,  one  on  the  bench,  and 
feveral  made  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  the  whole 
fcheme  was  perfected ;  and,  in  this  fituation  of 
things,  they  are  prepared  to  receive  Mr.  Melvill, 
whom  they  vainly  hoped  to  have  fuperfeded. 

During  thefe  tranfadtions,  Mr.  Fitzmaurice 
receives  the  letter  of  reprimand,  which  was  fhewn 
publicly  in  the  ifland  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
Englifh  fubjedts,  by  leaving  room  to  hope  for  a 
change  of  meafures  •,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  your 
Lordfhip  fent  him  another  private  letter,  written 
in  the  mildeft  terms,  taking  off  all  blame  from 
*  him  for  fwearing  in  the  two  French  Members  of 
the  Council,  and  fufpending  the  fix  Englifh  Mem¬ 
bers  •,  and  throwing  it  on  yourfelf,  by  declaring, 
“  that  you  was  apprehenfive  his  miftake  had 
proceeded  from  the  obfcure  and  ambiguous  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  had  written.”  What  was  this, 
my  Lord,  but  taking  the  meafure  upon  yourfelf, 
and  declaring  that  you  meant  to  fupport  it.  The 
natural-born  fubjedts,  finding  out  the  real  fitu¬ 
ation  of  affairs,  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  King, 
and  tranfmitted  it  to  their  friends  in  London  • 
by  them  it  v/as  put  into  the  hands  of  Sir  George 
Colebrooke,  who  promifed  to  prefent  it  to  his 
Majefty  •,  but,  after  a  delay  of  two  months,  he 
has  now  refufed  to  carry  it  up  to  the  throne,  al¬ 
ledging,  that  it  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
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language  he  had  lately  held  to  the  Miniftry  re- 
fpedting  the  meafure  complained  of.  We  very 
well  know,  my  Lord,  what  this  language  was : 
Sir  George,  and  fome  other  members  of  the  Gre¬ 
nada  Club,  very  weakly,  and  unguardedly,  con¬ 
ferred  to  let  adminiftration  try  the  meafure,  and 
to  ceafe  complaining  till  fome  bad  effefts  fhould 
arife  from  it. 

This  imprudent  ftep,  on  the  part  of  thofe  who 
at  firft  appeared  to  be  the  moft  ftrenuous  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  na¬ 
tural-born  fubjeds,  has  difconcerted  all  their 
meafures  ;  has  given  new  ftrength  to  the  fyftem 
of  politics  carried  on  by  your  Lorclfhip’s  fupe- 
riors  ;  has  betrayed  the  Proteftant  Caufe,  and 
has  emboldened  the  Roman  Catholic  Party  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  their  Special  Agent,  failing 
in  his  malicious  accufations,  has  prefumed  to 
arraign  the  conduft  of  the  committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  by  declaring  in  print,  that  their 
proceedings,  on  the  examination  of  the  charges 
brought  by  him  againft  Governor  Melvill,  were 
partial  and  unfair.  Yet  your  Lordfhip  and  the 
Gentlemen,  who  confented  to  let  you  try  the 
meaiure,  either  cannot  or  will  not  fee  that  the 
bad  effects  of  it  are  operating  every  day,  and  will 
be  finally  produftive  of  the  ruin  of  the  colony. 

The  times,  my  Lord,  are  fadly  altered— the 
Proteftant  Interelt,  which  was  firmly  fupported 
both  at  home  and  abroad  in  the  late  reign  by  the 
valour  of  our  arms,  the  wifdom  of  our  councils, 
and  the  found  policy,  of  our  negotiations  at  fo¬ 
reign  courts,  is  now  betrayed,  deferred,  and 
given  up  in  our  own  dominions,  and  in  every 
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part  of  Europe  where  it  is  our  intereft  to  main  - 
tain  and  defend  it. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  needlefs  for  me  to  give 
your  Lordfhip  any  farther  trouble  on  the  fubjeft, 
for  unlefs  there  is  a  total  change  of  men  and 
meafures,  and  the  fubverting  principle,  which 
fecretly  faps  the  foundation  of  our  Religion, 
Laws  and  Civil  Liberties,  be  deftroyed—  the 
boafted  Power,  Riches  and  Felicity  of  Great- 
Britain  muft  foon  fall  a  prey  to  foreign  violence 
or  inteftine  commotions. 


April  23,  1770. 


PLINY,  Junior, 


FINIS. 
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